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BILL-PENSIONERS (RATES
EXEMPTION).

Mfessage received from the Assembly noti-
fying that it had agreed to the Council's
amendment in the Bill subject to a modiflea-
tion.

Houese adjouned ait 10O52 p.m.

Wednesday, .71st January, 1903,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION- -MEAT EXPORT, JAVA.
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:

Has lie received any reply to his correspond-
ence with the Commonwealth Government re-
garding the export of corned meat and small
goods to Java by 'Messrs. Baker Bros., of
East Fremantle?

The PEEIER replied: No, but analyses
of samples submitted by the Collector of Cus-
toms have been niade hy the Government
Analyst, and a report, highly favourable to
the quality and condition of the beef, has been
submitted. As a result of this, it is expected
.that approval for export will shortly be given.

QUESTION-WOOLLE-N MILLS&D
I.XL.B. CLIENTS.

Hon. W. C, A.NGWIN, asked the Premier:
1, Is the following statement correct, 9rat to
farmers by the organliser of the Western Aus-
tralian Worsted and Woollen Mills, Ltd.:-
' IEmanuel Buildings, Perth. Arrangements
have been made with the I.A.B. byv which
fully assisted settlers may apply for shares in
this company and for which payment will be
madie by the board and charged to the set-
tler 'a aceonat. Already many settlers tiave
signified their desire to take up shares if they
can do so under these conditions, and it is
felt that you will appreciate such an oppor-
tunity. I enclose an abridged prospectus and
application form, and upon receiving the lat-
ter back completed, with the exception of the
amount payable on application, same will be
submitted to the I.A.B. and, if approved by
themr, you will be duly notified and the shares
placed to your name on the company's re-
gister. The vaiue of the shares will be paid.
in full by the Industries Assi-atnuve Board.
Y ours faithifully, E. D. Ayeis''? 2, If correct,
are not the I.A.B. made aware of the fact
tjmht Parliament refused a similar concession
to the Western Australian Grain Elevator Co.?
3, Would it not be preferable for the I.A.B.
to pay the creditors' accounts before giving
consideration to the establishment of any
company? 4, Under which section of the
Industries Assistance Act have the board
power to advance money to settlers for such
purposes as the establishment of worsted and
Woollen mills?

The PREMIERM replied: 1, No. Instructions
have been issued by the I.A.B. that if any
client, against whom no claims have been lodged
by outside creditors nd who has a suirplus
over and above retention money of £1 per
acre, applies for shares, payment may be
made out of his credit balance. 2, The same
procedure was laid down for the Grain Ela-
mator Company. 3, Answered by 1. 4, Ans-
wered by 1.

QUESTIONS (2 )-RAIh WAYS.
Yyabing-Pingrup extension eastwards.

Mr. A. THOMSON asked the Premier: In
view of the extensively signed petition pro-
seated to him praying for a ten-mile extension
of the Nyabing-Piagrup railway in an easterly
direction, and in view of the fact that the
Railway Advisory Board have recommended
that any extension should be in that direction,
will he give his earnest consideration to the
question of submitting this proposal to Par-
liament while the construction plant is in the
district?

The PREMIER replied: The Adri-orv
Board did not recommend this extension, but
this, together with other railway propn~als,
will receive due consideration. There are
railways long authorised still to be laid dowrn,
and railways such at the line to serve the
land between the Eastern Railway and the
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Dowerin-Merredin line long promised, that
inust he considered at an early date.

Electrification, Frernantte-Northaqn section.
Air. A. THOMSON asked the Minister for

Railways: In view of his statement on the
Railway Estimates regarding the possible sav-
ing by the electrification of the railway from
Fremantle to Northam, wrill he have the mat-
ter thoroughly investigated and submit a de-
tailed report to Parliament next session?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: In-
vestigations itill be made and a report sub-
mitted to Parliament when available.

QUESTIONS (2)-WATER SUPPLY,
NORTH PERTH-MIT. LAWLEY.

Private Sources.
Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for

Works: 1, In view of the present unsatis-
factory condition of the water supply in the
higher levels of the North Perth-Mit. Lawley
area, and with a view to its improvement, will
he allow private owners of a satisfactory
water supply to be disconnected from the
main, giving rebate of rates so that only the
usual flat rate for vacant blocks shall be
chargedt 2, Will he recommend to Cabinet
the advisability of instituting a scheme for
assisting private property owners to sink wells
or bores asid erect pumping plants. so that a
decent potable supply of wvater can he as-
sured them? 3, If lie will not accede to these
requests, will he state his reasons and further
state what he intends to do tinder the present
totally unsatisfactory condition?

The MINISTElR FOR WORKS replied:
1I, No. 2, No. 3, The reticulation service is
being reinforced as speedily as funds will per-
mit. The service is not generally unsatisfac-
tory. Yesterday 12 million gallons were
delivered, and only 10 complaints out of
thme 40,0100 services were received.

Loftut-street pumping stat ion.
Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Is he aware that smoke, grit, and
fine coal dust expelled from the chimney stack
at the Loftus-sti-ect pumping station are caus-
ing serious inconvenience and loss to the re-
sidents in the immediate vicinity of the pump-
ing plantt 2, Can anything be done to pre-
v-ent the trouble recurring? 3, If so, will he
cause immediate action to be taken to re-
miedy the matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied.-
1, He is aware that complaints have been
made. 2, The matter is unfr investigation.
3, See answer to No. 2.

QUESTION-ELECTORAL, PROSECU -

TIONS.
Mr. WILLOOCK asked the Premier: 1,

flow many prosecutions have been instituted
tinder the compulsory enrolment section of the

Electoral Act? 2, What is the amount that
has been received by way of fines? 3, How
many prosecutions were successful? 4, How
many prosecutions were unsuccessful? -

The PRE2MIER replied: 1, 88. 2, £38 Os.
7d. 3, 87. 4, One.

QUESTION-COMMONWEALTH STEAM-
ERS, FREIGHT CHARGES.

r.LAM-BERT asked the Premier: Will
he make representations to the Federal Gov-
ernment regarding the prohibitive freight
charged by the Commonwealth steamships for
primaery products shipped to the Eastern
States?

The PREMIER replied: Inquiries will be
made regarding these rates and if they are as
stated, representations will be made to the
Prime Minister.

QUESTION-FRUIT INDUSTRY, A
GLUT.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN, without notice, asked
the Premnier: Do the Government propose to
take any action to deal with the glut iin the
soft fruit market, which necessitates the
dumping of tons of fruit?

The PREMIER replied: I think I should
have had notice of the question. The Gov-
ernment are willing to do everything they cani
to assist in the marketing of the fruit. I
have already informed deputations that a
good many of the people in the back coun-
try areawithout fruit, and that if only the

futcnbe got to them, there will be a
market for all the fruit that we can grow. I
do not think that it is a matter quite for the
Government to deal with; but it ought to be
possible for the fruitgrowers, with the as-
sistance of the Government, which will be
readily given, to dispose of all the soft fruit
grown in the State. Soft fruits cannot be ".-
ported, and the only means of disposing of
a glut of soft fruits lies in the establishment
of jam factories. The Government will be
glad to render any assistance they can.

QUESTION-FORESTRY ROYAL COM-
MISSION'IS RECOMMENDATIONS.

Mr. 0 'LOGELEN, without notice, asked
the Minister for Mines: Is it proposed to
give effect to all or any of the recommen-
dations of the Forestry 'Royal Commission?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The report is under consideration. Some of
the recommendations have already been put
into practice; others are being considered.

BILL-LAREMONT AND PERTH ROAD
DISTRICTS RATES.

Introduced by the Minister for Works, and
read a first time.
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MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

Close of Session.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northern) [2.421: 1 mov
That for the remainder of the sessionl

the Stabding Orders be suspended so far
as to enable Bills to be passed through all
their stages in one day, and messages
from the Legislative Council to be taken
into consideration on the day on which
they are received.

For obvious reasons 1 did not 'wish to move
this motion until certain measures had been
disposed of. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition agrees with this motion. There
is very little on our Notice Paper that
cannot be dealt with under the suspension
of Standing Orders usual at the close of the
session. If there is any matter in respect
of which hon, members desire fuller con-
sideration, I promise that the Government
will not take advantage of the suspension.

Mr. O'LOHLEN (Forrest) (2.43)
There is no objection to the passing of the
mnotiopi, but can the Premier intimate when
the session is likely to close? Can he give
any indication as to how another place will
expedite the business of the Government?

.The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam-in reply) [2.44]: There is only
one member of another House in this
Chamber, and he is not present at the
moment. I should very much like to be
able to inform hon. members that another
place will deal with all matters on its Notice
Paper at this sitting.

Mr. Teesdale: It all rests with the rogue
elephant.

The PREMIER: I think the session can
close this week, or at any rate on Friday.

Mr. SPEAKER: It needs an absolute
majority of the House to carry the motion.
I have counted the House, and I find that
there is more thun an absolute majority of
members present. I shall put the question1
and if there is no negative voice, I shall
declare the motion carried unanimously.

Question put and passed.

BILL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.

Third Reading.
The PREMIfER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-1orthami) [2.45]: 1 move--
That the Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [2.46]: I hope the House will not
pass the third reading of the Bill. It is a
machinery measure1 but when we come to
ama amendment of the Electoral Act next
session, it will require an absolute majority
of the House. On no occasion has the
present Bill received the vote of a majority
of the members of this Chamber. Next
session's Bill to amend the Electoral Act

will be based on this machinery measure.
To all intents and purposes, the Bill is one
for'the redistribution of seats because it
will be impossible for the commissioners to
go outside the four corners of the measure.
That being so, 11 ask the Premier to pause
before sending the Bill to the Legislative
Council. All Bills for the redistribution of
seats should have the support of the
majority of the members.

The Premier: This Bill has that support.
Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN:. No. The highest

uumber recorded in favour of the Bill dur-
ing any of the divisions was 20. The Pre-
inier will require 26 votes to carry a Bill
to amend the Electoral Act when it comes
before us next session. In the opinion of
a large number of members, the present Bill
does not gie satisfaction. On many occa-
sions theg division figures were 17 to 20.
There was another division, when the figures
-were 15 to 16.

The Premier: And one of 10 to 22.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN : These divisions

alhow that the Bill does not give general
satisfaction to the House. Members on the
Opposition side of the House are anxious
to hav-e a Redistribution of Seats Bill that
will be removed from party polities.

The Premier: Hear, hear! T agree with
that.

H-on. W. C. ANOWN:- When the bound-
aries of an electorate are altered, no one
Can say who will be elected to represent any
constituency. It all depends on the electors
who are comprised within the boundaries of
the new constituencies. It is only right and
fair that the. representa tres of the people for
the timne being Fhall provide a machinery
Bill that will give fair, just and equitable
representation. The Bill is far from just
and will not give fair representation in the
new Parliament. When members realise the
action that the Premier has taken, it should
demonstrate to -them that the Bill has not
bad the consideration it deserves. It pro-
vides that in some parts of the State very
few electors shall have the right to send a
representative to Parliament, while in other
parts large number- of electors will have
only a similar right.' It is not equitable to
the electors as a Whole. It is provided that
85,000 electors will be represented in Parlia-
ment by 14 members, while 83,000 will be
represented by 36 members. No one can say
that that is fair.

The Premier: It ira decided on the vote of
the House and not by a party vote.

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: I know that. The
present stage of the Bill is the last oppor-
tunity we have for reconsidering the Bill. The
particulars regarding the measure were di-
vulged to certain members of the Assembly
and they agreed to support it. The member
for Sussres (Mr. Pickering) has9 informed us
to that effect.

The Premier: I do not know that they all
did.

Hon. W. (]. AXGVVflq: Those members who
were not present, of course, did not agree to
support it. The Minister for Education, with
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his usual eloquence, traversed the details of
the Bill when they were placed before those
hon. members. I guarantee that the Minister
fur Education could place arguments against
the Bill before those hon. members with
greater force than he did to secure their sup-
port for it.

The Premier: He merely gave particulars
to these members.

Mr. SPEAKER:- I do not know that that
has anything to do with the Bill,

Boa. W. C. ANGWIN: I am referring to
the way in which this was done. Since that
time, those nkinbers have heard the other sidle
of the question as well.

The Premier:. You had better not say too
much about the other side of the question.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: There is nothing
wrong with our side of the question.

Mr. Pickering: What is your side?
Hon. W. (_ ANOWIN: -If the hon. member

nwants to sit here till to-morrow morning, I
will give him the other side. It is not my in-
tenrtion to do that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: Hon. members have

the same opportunity for discussion on the mo-
tion for the third reading of the Bill as they
have at the second reading stage. The only
stage at vnhieh such discussion is debarred is
on the first reading.

Mr. Piekerihng: That is so, but I wrant to
hear the other side.

Mr. Teesdale: We want a hit of a rest now.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: The Bill is unfair

to the electors and it wvill not give just repre-
sentation to them in Parliament. It is brought
forward for the purpose of stuffing Parlia-
ment.

Tire Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Heir. WV. C. ANOWIN: It is advanced for

the purpose of suiting the objects of one
section of this Chamber and the. effect of it
will be that Ave will pass legislation regarding
which a large proportion of the electors Will
be without -any voice. Instead of legislation
for the government of the people by
the people, it is merely, as one hon.
member interjected for the government of
the people. That being so, the legisla-
tioni is bound to cause dissatisfaction
throughout the State. I am justified in pro-
testing against the third reading of the
Bill for that reason. I have not come across
one person who, after reading the reports in
the "Daily News" has agreed that the Gov-
ernment's proposals are equitable. After
reading the discussions which have taken
place, they do not agree with the proposition.

Mr. Pickering: They think it is too gen-
erous.

Hon. W. C. AffCWlN: They think it is
Lunfair and that the Bill is brought forward
for political purposes.

Mr. Teesdiale: It is a new role for you to
adopt, posing as the champion of the "Daily
News. "

Hon. WV. C_ ANOWVIN: The "Daily
News" has given a good deal of space to

reports of Parliamentary debates during the
course of this session.

Mr. Pickering: Which no other paper has
done.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The other papers
cannot afford to give such space to the dis-
cussions, or, at any rate, they have not done
it to the extent the '"Daily News" has gone.
It is only since the publication of these re-
ports in the "lDaily 'News" during the pre-
sent session oIf Parliament, that the people
outside have known what has been done by
their representatives in Parliament.

Mr. Pickering: And the reports are now-
political.

Hon. WV. C. ANGVWIN: So far as this Bill
is concerned in particular, the reports which
have been published have been fair and just.
The people should have a fair kno'wledge of
the position. So far as the metropolitan area
is concerned there are very few people flho
agree with the proposition before us.

Mr. Richardson: I have not heard one
who agrees with it.

Mr. Pickering: I have not heard one who
is dissatisfied.

Haee, W. C. ANGWIN: I think it will be
arced that this is not legislation which 'will
help the people to work in harmony or bring
that prosperity to the State which we desire.
When the people realise that Parliament hras
taken an action which will debar a large sec-
tion from having representation here, they
will go where they can get fair rfepresenta-
tion or else continue creating disturbances to
force the hands of thle Government. There
is no doubt that in bringing forward the Bill.
the Government have done more that will
tend to create unrest in the State than asy-
thing else.

Mr. Pickering: You would not know that
from the comments of people outside.

Mr. Lambert: You certainly would not
hear such comments in Bnsselton.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member
would not know it, because he was not here
for a large portion of the time to hear the
discussion that took place. When he did
come in, he expressed his disgust at some of
the statements that were made regarding the
Bill.

Mr. Teesdale. There you oral The mem-
ber for Sussex will never live that down!

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The member for
Sussex said he was amazed at the statements
some hon. members had made. He did not
know Anything regarding the actions which
members had taken in the House, unless he
read the reports in the " 9Daily News."P

Mr. Teesdale- The "Daily News"' is a
public philanthropist!

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN: While injustice,
has been done to the metropolitan area, a.
greater injustice has been done to the gold-
fields.

The Premier: The less you say about thnt;
the better. You want all the representation
f or two spots in the State.

Hon. W. 0. AINGWIN: No.
The Premier: Yes, you do.
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Ron, W. C. ANOWI flHow can the
Premier say thatY

The Premier: Take your speeches on the
goldfields quota I

Hon. W. C. A1NGWIN. We asked for 25
representatives for the metropolitan and gold-
fields areas. How could that be regarded
as wanting a majority? There are 120,000
electors who will have 25 members and the
balance of the electors will comprise about
65,000 electors.

The Premier: You did not couple those
two areas in your speeches.

non. W. C. ANGWIN: We did.
The Premier: You did not, and you had

no right to do so anyhow.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I placed before

the House a proposition that there should be
10 for tine goldfields, 21 for the agricultural
area and four for the North-West. That
would allow 15 for the metropolitan area
If that does Dot mean 25 for the metropolitan
and golddields areas combined, I do not know
what it means. Yet the Premier says I never
proposed anything of the kind.

The Premier: I have it here.
Hon. WV. 0. ANOWIN: I am not con-

cerned about that. We were here from 2
a.m. till 6 p.m. on Friday debating practi-
cally that one question, and all we asked was
not that the goldfields be given an extra,
member, but that they be given .63 of a mem-
ber, because the Premier's own quota, as
given on the second reading, provided that
the goldfields combined were entitled to 9.37
members. We aked for that additional .63
owing to the large area of the goldfields and
the importance of the mining industry to the
State, that they might have 10 members.
We endeavoured to stress the importance of
the industry, an industry which has done
more than any other for the State, and which
in future we hope will revive andagi
become the principal industry of the Sae
It is true the agricultural industry has made
great strides, but we have dons everything
possible to assist it. We have supported the
Government in every proposition to assist the
agricultural industry, but that is no justifi-
cation whjr the agricultural area should have
undue representation as against other parts
of the State. We are sent here to see that
every industry and interest has fair and
equitable representation. I ask the House
to vote against the third reading. If the
Bill had been fai;, I would not have spoken
a word on the third reading. If the Bill
contained a semblance of fairness, 1 would
not be found opposing the third reading, but
members must realise that the people as a
whole are not in favour of the Bill. It will
have a tendency to make them obey laws on
Which they will not have an opportunity to
express their opinions. I enter my protest
against the third reading, believing that the
measure is neither fair, just nor equitable.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir lames Mitchell
-Northam-in reply) [3.4], 1 am surprised

at the speech of the hon. member. I could
quite understand it if it were delivered on
the hestings in March, 1924, but I cannot
understand it now.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: It will be of no usc
then, because that will be too late.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
what will be said then. During the passage
of the Bill, I have found myself voting is
all sorts of divisions with members repre,
seating every party in the House. I voted
-with Mr. Corboy, with Mr. Cheason and agaiE
with my old friend Mr. 0 'Loghlen..

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: On one occaslon only,
The PREMIER: And again with Mr,

Munsie.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, to vote agaist

the metropolitan area.
The PREMIER: On that occasion the

member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W,
0. Angwin) was voting against us.

Mr. Lambert; You are easily comforted.
The PREMIER: I suppose the bon. nicin

h~er was there, too, The Bill is perfectly
fair and is not designed to give undue re,
presentation to any of the people. It is quitc
useless for the hon. member to say he is here
on the vote of the working men, and that I
am here on the vote of other people. We are
all here on mixed votes.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: I did not say that.
The PREMIER: The bon. member in.

tarred it. I would be ashamed to be a sem-
bet if I could not fairly represent all see.
tions of the people.

Mr. Tecedale: Hear! hear!
The PREMIERt Every member is re-

turned by a mixed vote, and I hope it will
always be so. Politics should be above every.
thing else, and it ought to be possible for the
electors to exercise a wise discretion, let the
people have a chance to return the represen.
tativas they desire. Do not let us say the
working man will vote this way ad the non.
working man will vote another way. It if
not a case of having special electorates re
turning certain members.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is what you bave
done under this Bill.

The PREMIIER: We have not. This3 ili.
iiro rides for fair representution. Under the
singlc electorate system and the system ol
nhieh the hon. menmher approves--special re.
lieseutation for special industries-we eannol
get an equal number of electors for caet
electorate. That never has been done, ant
I do not know that it has ever actually beer
proposed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I find that Stand
lug Order 120 states-

A reply shall he allowed to a mcnibei
who has made a substantive motion to thq
House, or moved the second reading of,
Bill, bet not to any member who has movei
an order of the day (not being the accent
reading of a Bill), an amendment or in
struction to a committee.

The Premier has moved an order of the
day that the Bill be rend a third time, sro hc
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has no right of reply. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) has
not moved an amendment. I am sorry to
have to rule the Premier out of order, but
that is the instruction contained in the Stand-
iag Orders and I cannot go beyond it.

The Premier: I amo sorry too. It seemis
very unfair under the Standing Orders.

Mr. Lambert rose to speak.
Mr. SPEAKER: The lion, member for

Coolgardie may proceed.

Mr. LAMBERT (C'oolgardie) (3.9]: Just
a minute.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not treat the House with disrespect.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that there
is any disrespect in asking you to pause a
moment.

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The lion, member must
proceed if he intends to speak.

Mr. LAMBERT: I desire to move an
amendment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Moftve to strike out
''now" and add "six moinths" and that
will allow the Premier to speak.

The Premier: You need not trouble about
me.

Mr. LAMBERT: I must offer a final pro-
test against the passing of the Bill. There
has been no great public demand for the
Bill. The Premier the other night spoke of
having a mandate from the people to do this
and that. I do not know that the redistri-
bution of seats "'as ever mentioned at the
last general election. Many matters of Go,-
erment policy were mentioned and since then
have been conveniently forgotten.

The Premier: You have no right to say
that sort of thing. You promised prohibition
and all sorts of things which have not been
mentioned since.

Air. LAMBERT: I?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That has noth,-

iag to do with the third rending of this Bill.
Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that I

ever associated myself with prohibition. The
Premier is a little astray in that observa-
tion. At the last general election the matter
of a redistribution of the electoral boundaries
had no place in the Premier's policy speech.'
There has been no great desire for a redistri-
tution of seats. At the present time we arc-
engaged on a developmental scheme actually
trying to recover the threads of industry lost
during the war. Many of the industries Iost
a good deal of population during the war.
I refer particularly to the mining industry'
which suffered considerably, not only during
the war but during the period of reconstruc-
tion. There is now every indication that the
old-time prosperity of mining will be reached
again at no distant date. If we pass this
Bill it will be tantamount to declaring that
the mining fields of Western Australia are
on the down grade, and should be deprived
of considerable parliamentary representation.
If members peruse this morning'a ''West
Australian"' they will see that significant de-

velopments are takiag place on almost every
goldfield in Western Australia, particularly
the Eastern Goldflelds, and everyone must be
impressed with the possibility that at no dis-
tant date we shall have a revival of the in-
(lustry to such an extent as will bring the
population lip to the level of a few years ago.
Apart fromt that we have the commendable
land development policy of the Premier. I
am optimistic enough to believe that in a few
years' time tbere will be big industries in
some of our agricultural centres which may
justify another redistribution of seats. There'
fore, the launching of this Bill at the present
juncture is premature. It has not been de-
manded boy any important section of the corn-
munity. One or two of the metropolitan news-
papers have made passing references to it
wheni they were short of news or for some
other reason best known to themselves. There
are one or two anomalies in the representa-
tion of the gold-mining areas but anomalies
will crop up in a year or two even in the
agricuIltural areas which the Premier is trying
to settle to-day. I do not say that the Pre-
mier has been designedly unfair in drafting
this Bill, but the result could not be more
disastrous to the goldfields if the measure
had been deliberately designed to filch from
the goldfields all the parliamentary represen-
tation itossible. A grave error in the Bill was
that pointed out by the member for North-
East Fremantle last night, that this quickly
conceived Bill gave agricultural representa-
tion almost within a stone's throw, of the city
boundary. This is a grave anomaly, and we
can only hope that the Powers of the com-
mission will be sufficiently elastic to remedy
it. I hardly think the Premier would justify
agricultural representation almost within a
stone 's throw of the Perth Town fll.

I The Dleputy Speaker took the Chair.]

.\lr. Pickering: There is some division.
Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and a reasonable

division could be struck, one which would be
fair' to the agricultural area and to the metro-
piolitan area. This Bill is not fair in that
respect. In iJe of the fact that the gold-
fields iny revive at any time, and that the
loss of goldfields population is not due to any
exhaurstion of the mineral resources, we 'are
justified in protesting against the passing of
the Bill which w-ill dto an injustice to the
goldields areas. Without at desire to far-
ther dela y the House, T move an amendmnent-

That "'now' be struck out, rindi ''this
lay six months'' adde(].

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell-
Northi-on amendment) r3.181: I am glad
the lion, member has submitted his amendment
in moderate language. All the same it is not
pleasant for anyone to be accused of unfair-
ness. I do not like it. I have always en-
deavoured to be fair and can claim to have
been fair with regardl to the Bill. I have
said that we cannot hare an equal number of
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%oters in each electorate. lion, members op-
posite claim that the goldfields should be bet-
ter treated because they hope to see a revival
in wining. 1, too, hope there will be a revivax
in mining, and my desire is to see more peo-
pie on the goldfields than we hare ever had.
But where the votes are, so the representa-
tion must be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This Bill does not
provide for that.

The PREMIER: It does so as far as the
goldields are concerned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No; 9.37.
The PREMIER: The Bill does not pro-

vide for representation of 9.37. There may
be more electors on the roll to-day than there
were when I got the figures, hut I claim that
the goldfields have been correctly treated.
The quota for the goldfields is very much
lower than that of the scattered agricultural
districts. Never before in the history of the
State has such a proposal been submited to
provide for goldfields representation. I am
asking that the quota for Knigoorlie shall be
the same as the quota for the Avon electo-
rate. We should realise that justice has been
done to the people of the goldields. Of
course I know that the Hill will be discussed
and that Kalgoorlie will say, "'You have not
done justice to us; Mr. Lutey told us so. "
I intend to go to the goldfields and wl meet
the lion, member there.

Mr. Lutey: You had better keep away.
The PREMIER: I shall trust to the good

sense of the peolple of the goldflelds. I have
heen there before in troublesome times and I
shall go again in connection with, this Dill.L
will be obliged to go there to explain the
position and the lion. memiber will not 'get
much change out of inc. If we have been
generous to any part of the State it has been
to the goldfields. There is no need to (discuss
the matter at any length, but I do resent be-
ing told that the Bill is designed to provoke
strife and trouble in the community. It wilt
have no such effect. The Government of the
country is in wise hands and it will not mat-
ter to the people how their representatives
are returned or whether they come fromn Hal-
goorlie, Perth or the North-West, so long as
the representatives who are returned do their
duty well. If the member for North-Eat
Fremantle had been in his seat he would have
heard me tell the House that the quota for
the goldfields would be 500 lees than the
quota for the scattered agricultural districts.
The hion. member in his wildest moments
would not suggest that the quota should be
less than that of the agricultural districts. In
the Hill thpt he produced in 1913 the repre-
sentation to the goldfields under the then
population -as six-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Under that Bill it
was 13.

The PREMIER: That Bill provided that
there should be automatic redistribution. The
goldfields would have had six seats under
that Bill. The goldfields are much better
treated now.

Mr. Heron: They will tell you differently
when you go up there.

The PREMIER: I am perfectly willing
to go up there. The great trouble that al-
ways foijows redistribution is that the people
are deceived by statements made regarding
the Bill And, not by the Bill itself. The pro-
visions in the present Bill are much s'undcr
than the arguments used on the hustings
against the Bill. Hon. members opposite had
three meetings of their party in connection
with their Bill before they could get an
agreement on it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But we did not deny
having had meetings.

The PREMIER: No one here has denied
wve had a meeting.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, the member for
Sussex blewv the gaff.

The PREMIER: There io no reason why
parties should not have meetings over a mat-
ter of this description. But we have never
had a caucus meeting, and we never hind oech

other. ~ Le sgto awy from all this paltri-
ness in referencetoat meetings. We know
the Opposition hold meetings, -and we do not
object.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We do not object
to you holding meetings, but we object to you
denying the fact.

The PREMIER: I cannot allow my tem-
per to be upset by these interjection%, but I
do feel a little annoyed when I listen to the
arguments of the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwiu). Someone.
said when listening to his statements: "'I
should not mind all this from any other man,
but the people will believe Mr. Angwin.''

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They will believe mec
this time, and I am correct.

The PREMIER: This time the member
for North-East Fremantle is not correct, and
if people want proof of that, they have only
to read his speeches in ''Hansard,'' and take
the Bill and compare it with that of 1913.
The lion, member said that such a Bill should
be fair, jnst and equitable. It is fair and
just, and it provides equitable representation.
I do not know that it could be more fair. It
may be urged by the metropolitan people--as
a inatter of fact, it is not urged by them-
that in giving the metropolitan area two seats
they are not securing Adequate representa-
tion. Some hon. members have urged that
there should be 15 seats allotted to the metro-
politan Area, but no one asked for more than
one extra seat. As a matter of fact, when
the question went to a division, some Op-
position members decided to vote against Any
increase in the representation of the metro-
politan area. However, the metropolis will
have an increased number of representatives,
for Perth has a very large population, but At
the same time the agricultural, goldfields, and
Northern areas will have fair representation
as well. Later on, the House will have an
opportunity of dealing with the Commission's
proposals regarding the various districts. I
hope the amendment moved by the member
for Coolgardie will not he agreed to. I trust.
also, that the Bill will he carefully explained
to the people later on and if that explanation
be made fairly and reasonably, they will
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agree that we have done the best that is pos-
sible for the goldfields. I will not be told by
anyone in this House that I have no con-
ideration for the goldfields. I have the
greatest consideration for that part of the
State, for I know the value of the mining
industry and what it is worth. lIt is entitled
to adequate representation in this Chamber.
That part of the State will have at least
nine members, if not more. In fact, it will
have representation beyond its just claims,
under the Bill, compared with the agricultural
districts.

Mr. Heron: What about a comparison
with the North-West?

The PREMIER: The goldfields members
cannot object to the proportion. I woul
be ashamed to ha connected with any pro-
posall which wee not brought dow~n in all
fairness, or with any proposition that was not
fair and just to all sections of the comn-
munity. The Bill is not calculated to pro-
voke troubles and strife, but to give satisfac-
tion and fair representation to every class ot
the community.

IA~r. PICIKERING (Sussex) L3.351.: Thne
-member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) said
that there was no necessity for the measure.
He should cast his memory bsck to 1913
when a similar measure was introduced by
the Labour Government. That surely is an
indication that there is a necessity for the
measure, apart from the fact that there has
been a general outcry for more than a year
for a redistribution of seats. The Bill pro-
vides for any alteration of bounilories that
may be necessary fromn time to time, but I
think It would have been wise to include
a proviso that no alteration in boundaries
should take place for at least five years-.
That would enable hon. members to become
familiar with the boundaries of their
electorates. I am not particularlyv anxious1
for a Redistribution of Seats Bill. I ala
familiar with the boundaries of ony elector-
ate and my electors. It iq ]Lot, a1 natter of
meeting personal wishes, however, but of
what is fair to the State as a whole. Not-
withstanding what the mactuber for Northn-
East Fremantle (Bon. W. C. Augwin) lies
said, the basis on which the Bill rests is
sound. It will give general satisfaction to
the people throughout the State. So far
from not having heard anyone approve of
'the Bill, I have good opportunities of meet-
ing the people of the metropolis, and I Rio
prepared to assert the contrary to what the
mnember for 'North. East Fremantle has
stated. Some question bons been raised re-
garding the Swan electorate which, it has
been stated, should be included in the mectro-
politan area. It must he recognised that at
some part of the State, a line of deniarca-
tion must be dIrawn. If one referred to the
agricultural and metropolitan areas, it is
quite reasonahie to assume that there should
be suib-divisions of the- South Fremantle and
Goildford electorates, for there is. A large

agricultural elemnent in each of them. In,
these circumstances, I do not think there is
any justification for trying to disturb the
equitable margin shown regarding the Swan
electorate. It is ridiculous to expect that
such a Bill would receive the approba-
tion of the whole Chamber. It has been
thoroughly debated for more than 29 hours
and it einrged from the Commrittee stage
with only a minor alteration. Peculiarly
enough, that minor alteration was in the
interests of rho Party taking such strong
exception to the measure.

Mr. Lutey: You were bound and gagged
at your party meeting.

.Nlr. PfCRERTNGi: I take excecption to
that statement. I made a frank admission
of what I knew of the Bill. I was bound by
my promiise to support the measure, which
1 think is i1L the best interests of the State
as a whole. 'My conduct during the debate
is evideut u of ray satisfacionl With the Bill.

MNr. 'MeCALLUM (South Fremiantle)
[3.381: After 30 hours of discussion, we
failed to impress the Premier with Our con-
victionI that the Bill is unfair. I do not
know whether next time a flt comes down,
we ivill have to extend our protests beyond
.30 hours.

Tire Premier: Please CGod, ,io
Mr. MeCALLUM: If the Premnier is 39-

houir proof Against attacks upon his convic-
tion that the Bill is fair, we will have to
extend that protest. He has repeatedly
made the statement that where the popula-
tion goes, there the votes will go.

The Premier: Within the divisions set out
inn the Bill.

Mr. _McCALL EM' And lie has asserted
that if the goldields had the population,
they would get the vote. He has not fol-
lowed that principle in the Sill.

The Premnier: Yes, within the scope of the
divisions.

Mr. 'MeCALLUINI: Where the metropolitan
aren a Is increatsed by .90,000 electors, the
agrirrultural areas have increase by 10,000,
and] yet the agricultural areas, with their
ilnerenac of' 10,f)00, are to get two extra
seats9, And the metropolitan area, withr an
intvrcaw of 30V,0001 is only to get two seats;
as well. The Premier's argument does not
'work out fairly. The Premier said that in
their wildest clairiis, goldfields members
would not argue that their portions of the
State wore entitled to more tn the Agri-
eultnirni areas. They are entitled to more.

The Premier: I compared one small Area
with one big areau.

MNr. MNcCALLT'M: Why did not the Pe-
inier cornllnnre the Hannaus electorate with
tine -Northain, Bn"iabnnrv or Albany constitu-
ency? Such a comparison would not suit
him. T would emphasise the disadvantages
under which the miners in the outer gold-
fields labour compared with the men work-
ing in thne agricultural areas. Is there any
comparison between the conditions under
which the miner is working at Wiluna or
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Lake IDarlot, and the man working at Bruce
Rock or NorthamT The Premier's compari-
son between Kalgoorlie and Avon suited his
argumients, but he would not embark upon
a comparison between Haunans and the
agricultural seats I referred to. If the
Premier had given effect to his arguments
in the Bill, it would have been all right, but
he has not done so.

The Premier: There are 500 fewer electors
in the golddields electorates than in the agri-
cultural districts.

Mr. MeCALLUM: It wilt not work ont in
that way. The Premier lumped the gold-
fields districts together, instead of dividing
them.

The Premier: You were against the Mur-
chison in your arguments.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We are trying to secure
die position of the Murehison and the North
Coolgardie goldfields seats. The Premier is
very apt at putting forth arguments and
statements, but when it comes to their appli-
cation in the Bill, be will not have it. The
people, when they understand the Bill, will
see that it is Dot equitable, and will take
steps to prevent the control of Parliament
resting with one particular section of the
community.' We on this side have striven to
prevent that.

Mr. Teesdanle: We on this side will see
that it does not occur.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We have examined the
Bill in all its phases. Every one of our
amendments provided against handing over
the control of Parliament to any particular
section of the community. What we want
is fair representation for all sections. We
have failed in that, notwithstanding which
the contention. is still put forward that the
Brn assures fair representation for all. If
the third rending be carried, the Bill will
have to he left to the people. I regret that
we were unable to get a decision which would
have prevented handing over the struggle to

tepeople. IU would have been very much
btter if, at the next election, we could have

told the people that the Parliamentary re-
presentation provided was equitable and just.
We cannot do that, because all our efforts
have gone for naught. If the Bill expressed
the arguments used by the Premier, it
would he all right. It does not do that, nor
will the Premier allow us to amend it to
conform with his own contentions. The miner
is entitled to more consideration than are
others because the miner's life is harder than
the lives of those engaged in other industries,
while his prospects are the poorest of all. I
regret we should have been unable to amend
the Bill. Since the Premier insists upon
putting it through the third reading, we can
only hope that before it becomes operative
there will be such an influx of population in
the mining districts that even under the Bill
the representation provided will be more
nearly equitable than it would be to-day.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put end a division taken with the
following result:-

A-yes
Noes

Majoi

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Droun
Mr. Carter
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durmac
Mr. George
Mr, H~arrison
Mr. Hicltmott
Mr, Johnston
Mr. Latham
Mr. C. 0. Maley

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Cheason
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Heron
Mr. lambert
Mr. Lutey

13

rity for . 10

Aria.
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr, Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Muilany

(Teller.)

Noze.

Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallum,
Mr. Richardson
ME, Wifleock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Munase

(Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL-PERPETUAL TRUSTEES, EXECU-
TORS AND AGENCY COMPANY (W.A.)
LTD. (PRIVATE).

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL-HOSPITALS TAX.
Read a third. timi~ and transmitted to the

Council.

BILL-MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister fi
Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 6 of Act
No. 50 of 1920:

Mr. DURACK: It would appear that if a
person holds a license and the land is after-
wards sold under a Crown grant, he would
have no right to prospect over it. Some pro-
vision should be embodied in this clause giving
the holder of a license the same right as the
Crown enjoys in this respect . I would sug-
gest the addition of the Wvords "prior to the
granting of the license.'' I think this would
meet the ease.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
only one case where this sort of thing applies
at the moment. I nope the two parties in
dispute will amicably settle the matter. If
not, I think I have power under the Act to
enforce an arrangement. The surface rights
to land are granted to a maximnunm depth, in
some cases to 200 feet below the surface.
From 200 feet down to the centre of the earthi
belongs to the Crown. Under the Act the
holder of a license has a right to prospect on
Crown land, but hie cannot go on the Surface
of private property that lies over any Crown
land. This may mean that a certain percent-
age of land that has been alienated may not
be prospected for oil from the depth below
the surface when it becomes Crown land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you not think the
owner of alienated land would enter into an
agreement with the other people in such a
case?

The MINISTER FOR MIN\ES: If it is
discovered that land under the 200 feet fromthe surface is worthy of being prospected
for oil and the owner of the land will not do
that prospecting, the State should be entitled
to take the matter in band. If, however, the
bolder of private property is prepared to
prospect for oil on his own property, he
should be placed] in the same position as the
permit holder. Licenses that are now being
issued give the right to prospect on Crown
land other than under alienated properties.
If the owner of private land does not pro-
spect, and there is evidence of oil under his
property, the State should be able to see that
such oil resources are prospected.

Mr. Underwood:- What is private property I
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is land

alienated or in process of alienation.
Mr. Underwood: You mean land that may

become freehold?
The MINISTER FOR MINES : Yes.

There may be a big area of land that is
alienated, but the Crown lands uinder it mina
not be got at because they are covered with
private property. If the owner does not pros-
pect we ought to make provision that, sub-
ject to compensation, prospecting for oil on
Crown lands below the surfaee Should be madle
possible. There is no serious difficulty in the
matter, and I am not concerned whiether the
clause is passed or not.

Mr. DURACIC: Take the ease of a licensee
Who has certain rights to prospect. Should
his area he sold or alienated at any period
ahead, he would] have no further rights to
prospect under this clause.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Mr. TJTR.ACK: That would he scarcely

fair. Take the people who are operating now
and have spent a considerable suim of money
on the work.

The "MINISTER FOR WIfNES: Land has
been alienated under different conditions. On
land that is alienated to-day the oil righti
are reserved to the Crown. The holder of a
license can prospect for oil there, subject to
the approval of the Crown, and that of the
holder of the freehold land. The point raised

by the member for Kimberley is already pro-
vided for in the original Act.

Mr. CHESSON: I hope the clause wil be
passed as printed. Any person who desires
to prospect for oil should be allowed to do
so on land in course of alienation from the
Crown or on private property, provided ample
compensation is allowed to the owner of tbe
land.

Mr. DXJEACK: How is the licenses pro-
vided for under the Act? There are certain
licensees operating on Crown lands to-day.
Should that land be sold at a later date they
would have no right to anything beyond the
200 f eet. That is not the intention of the
Act. They may have spent Z50,000 and the
Crown may say, "W will grant you no fur-
ther rights.''

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This in
provided for in the principal Act. But if
it is necessary to prospect on private property,
there is power for that to be done, subject to
the person whose land is being used receiving
compensation according to the purpose for
which the land is taken. If there is oil, the
owner must be compensated for deprivation of
his surface rights.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3-greed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 10:
Mr. DURtACIC: This is a matter on which

operators stick. The extension of oil rights
to the several portions of an area held should
not be at the discretion of the Minister. I
think the original intention was that oil
rights should extend to every portion of the
land held under lease. This clause should
read that the licensee's rights shall be deemed
to extend to the several portions of the area,
held.

The MINISTER FOR 2LTNES: One or two
licensees asked for this clause. Personally I
do not think it is needed. An area is granted
to prospect for oil. In the event of oil being
discovered and reported, the Government Geol-
ogist, after inspection, defines what he con-
siders is likely to be the area of the oil basin.
That area is then exempted, taken out of the
license. The holder continues to prospect in
the area. The original' discovery, however,
forms no part of his license. If he discovers
aniother basin within the boundaries of the
area, he is in exactly the same position as he
was in before he found the first basin, We
grant licenses up to 10 years and during that
period there can be no interference with the
licensee. I ask the Committee to delete the
clause.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 5.-Power to reward the discoverer
of oil on an area of which he is not the
licensee:

Mr. DURACK: If a person gave informs.-
lion of seepage, and this led to a discovery,
I do not think the original licensee would be
entitled to royalty, because the second man
would be the discoverer.
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Mr. Wilson- Too thin.
The 'Minister for Mines: The only discov-

erer under the Bill is the licensee.
Mr. Chesson: The licensote is fally pro.

tented.
The MINISTEIR FOR MINES: The loriluv-

pal Act gives the licensee protection, in the
event of mineral oil being discovered in pay-
able quantities, which is a different thing
fronm mere indications. Suppose a boundary
rider or a stockmau travelling about the coun-
try discovers indications as the result of which
an oil basin is found by die licensee; then
such boundary rider or stockman would be
entitled to a reward. There would be no re-
ward unless oil was discovered in payable
quantities, and it is only the licensee who can
discover oil in payable quantities.

Mr. DURACK: I fail to see how the lic-
ensee is protected. Section 10 is not suffic-
iently definite.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The licensee is quite
safe tinder the present Minister, Al0 other
countries, including the 'Northern Territory,
have cut down the area of the license very
materially. But this is a Bill to extend. The
member for Kimberley wants further exten-
sion, wants the world and the sunt and the
planets. The Bill does not go to the root of
the question, and to try to amend it is useless.
The member for Kimberley is interested, and
should not be in the Chamber while the Bill
is being discussed. There is a Standing Order
that a member of Parliament must not debate
any question affecting his own personal in-
terests.

Mr. Durack: If that applied, there would
be very few of us here.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not mind saying
that the member for Kimberley and the Min-
ister for Education and the Hon. G. W. Miles
are deeply interested in oil leases. The memn-
ber for Kimberley has no right to remain here
while this ]Bill is unde r discussion.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 8--agreed to.
Clause 9-Tailings Lease:
'.%r. CHESSON: I think a inachinery lease

should be included.
The Minister for M.%ines: That does not

apply.
Mr. CHESSON: A lot of abandoned leases

are held a machinery area and there is no
hope of getting the right to go into the main
shafts. In ninny instances the machinery is
obsolete. If a prospector obtains the for-
feiture of a lease, it is useless unless he can
1!5C the main shaft. Often as, much as five
acres is held as a inachinery area. If tbe
words suggested were included, access would
l'e given to a lot of laud non- held up.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES:- Under the
existing law and regulations, a machinery
area is only an authorised holding, and anyone
Can take it nil as a mining tenement, lease
or claim, by the ordinary process we are
setting out for a tailings lease. If the war-
ilen held that because it was, a machinery area,

thet shaft belonged to the holder of the ma-
chinery area and should not be used, it would
be quite contrary to thte spirit and intention
of the Act. The mnain shaft can be used.
If the machinery is interfering with mining
operations, I believe the 'Minister has power
to call upon the holder to remove his plant.
The only reason we give a machinery area is
that the holder way be treating tailings or
sluic-ing. Tt is an nuthorised holding which
dots not carry mnining rights. If ho is hinder-
iag mtining operations, the Minister can can-
eel his machinery area and make it available
f or lease or claim purposes. If the hon. mem-
ber can cite a case of an area being held up,
I shiall hav-o thu matter inquired into, and if
there is not the necessary power already, I
shall introduce legislation next session to
grant it. I do not believe that the holder
of an authorized holding should interfere
with mining operations.

Mr. CHESSON:. I accept the Minister's
assurance that if I can bring a case under his
notice, he will have the Act amended. I wish
to ensure that a person who takes up an aban-
doned holding shall have the use of the main
shaft, In order to use the main shaft, a man
requires the surface rights so that he might
instal an up-to-date engine. In the past fic-
titions prices have been put upon obsolete
Machinery.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 10-Principal Act to be reprinted as

amended :
Mr. MLTNSIE: Should not this clause be

amended to include the amending Act of 1921 ?
The M1inister for Mines: No; the amending

Act of 1921 contained a similar provision and
therefore it became part of the Act of 1920.

Clause put and passed.

New Clause-Amendment of Section 26:
The MINISTER FOR INES:- I move-

That the following be inserted to stand as
Clause 9 :-'- Provisos are added to Section 26
in Part 111. of the 'Mining Act Amendment
Act, 1921, as follows:-(I) Provided that
where several tribute agreements are made in
respect of the same mine, the period for which
any subsequent agreement is granted may,
sith the approval of the warden, be less than
Stx months if necessary to enable to respective
terms of the several agreements to expire at
the samte time: Provided also that a tribute
agreement may (with the approval of the
warden) be varied by a subsequent agreement
as regards the hand to be let by amendment ol
the delned. boundaries thereof, or the additior
or substitution of other ground, whether con
tiguons or not, to or for the ground as originallj
defined ; and sunch variation may have effect
for the residue of the period for which thE
original agreement is operative, or any re
newal thereof.' "

The member for Hannans brought under m3
notice the necessity for this provision. On,
mine in particular is working on tribute only
and has a plant treating the whole of the on
produced in that mine. It is necesiary that ti
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mine should be alble to make its tribute agree-
ments to expire together. If there were four

parties working for three months, a couple of
others for two months, and one for a month, it
would be impossible to keep the plant going.
If a man has a tribute for six months from the
1st March, the mine will not let a tribute after
that date, because it cannot let a tribute for
less than six months and it is subject to six
months' notice. There are blocks of land which
miners are anxious to get on tribute, but cannot
get because of the minimum period of six months.
Other men have thrown up old blocks because
they proved unpayable, and wish to take up
other blocks.. but these men also are idle. The
new clause is only a fair proposition.

'Mr. ML'NSIE : I support the new clause.
On one mine in K~algoorlie there amc four tribute
parties who hnd reasonably good tributes. They
worked their ground right upl to the boundary
of their tribute bloce', and there was good ore
running into unused land. The mine ounce
will not let a trib~ute, and hie cannot'extend the

onay:. Such men should be able to follow
payable ore into unused country without being
compelled to register a fresh tribute agreement,
which means an agreement for 12 months. When
I "'as last in Kalgoorlie I w as approached by the
tributers and the mine owner who requested this
amendment. If the amendment is passed, it
will mean that 30 more men will go to work
within a week.

New clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with anr amendment and the

report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

Validity of 1Member'a Vole.
The CHAIRMAN : Sfore I leave the Chair,

I may be permitted to refer to the point raised
by the member for Pilbara in connection with
the validity of the vote of an hon. member who
has a pecuniary interest in the subject matter
before the House. Standing Order 192 directly
prohibits that. I have ,had ' May " turned up,
and 'May " says that if any person is interested
in a matter w'hich is then before the House,
his vote shall rightly be challenged. but where
in common %with others of His Majesty's subjects,
a member holds a pecuniary interest in that
subject matter he will not be debarred from
taking an active part and voting on the question
before the Chair. If there is any hor member
in this Chamber who ow is; a lease, his vote mill
rightly he challenged.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know howv far
that e.,tendsa-" holding in common with others:'
I do know, at least I think I know, that in con.
nectiron with the Okes-Durack oil leases the
original fnider "'as Okes. Then Durack, Cole-
batch and Miles went through that country and
they paid Okes £3,000 or £4,000 and became the
owners of the lease.

The Minister for Mines : The question is
whether the member for Kimberley is entitled to
vote.

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the position,
and it is just as well that members should know

that Mr. Durack, 21,'. Colebatch, and Mr. Miles
are the holders of the ()kes.Iiuraek oil license.

Mr. DURACK: I am astounded at the asser-
tion made by the meniber for Pilbara that Mr.
Colebatch and Mr. 'Miles are Associated with
me in the oil license. Those gentlemen may be
shareholders in the company, l,,t they certainly
never had any association whatever with me in
connection with my operations in acquiring this
lease. The hon. member should. h e hotter
advised in his facts and not make rash statements.

Mr. ANGELO I presume a member can
speak on a question in which he is interested
even though his voate may be disallowed.

The CHAIRMAN : Only his vote cani lje
challenged.

MOTION-M[I)IANIJ RAILWAY
COMPANY'S LANDS.

Acquisition of Concession.

Debate resumed from 25th October, 1922, on
motion by Licut. Col. Denton-

That in the opinion of this House, if an
equitable arrangement can lie made, the lands
and railway of the Midland Railway Company
should he acquired by the Government of this
State, and that a valuation of both the rail-
way and the unalienated and partly alienated
lands be made as soon an possible.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [4-53: It
has been said that if Parliament agrees to the
motion, it will mean that the Government "ill
be compromised.

The Premier: That the Government will not
be free in their negotiations.

Ron. M. F. TROY : Yes. probably that is
correct in put. It may create an opinion in the
minds of people overseas who want to dispose Of
this railway that a vote of this character is bind-
ing on the Government. Of course, we know if the
motion is cardied, it will be a mere pious ex-
pression of opinion, that it will not bind the
Government one way or the other. If such a
motion were to bind the Government, 1 would
not vote for it. In any question such as the
purchase of the Midland Company's property,
it is desirable that the Government should have
an entirely free hand. This is not the first time
that the purchase of the 'Midland Bailwa~y
Company's concession has come before this
House. I have a lively recollection of one of
the first occasions when the matter was brought
forward by the late Mr. Daglish, whien Premier.
It "'as my first term in Parliament, and I re-
member the whole bifisness. The Dnglish
Government entered into negotiations uith the
Midland Company to purchase the concession
for a million and a half.

The Minister for WVorl's £1, 140,000.
Hon. M. K. TROY: I know it vas a corn-

puritively small amount, and had the Govern-
meat made the purchase without consulting
Parliament, the deal would have gone down to
history as one of the finest brought off on behalf
of the State. But the Daglish Government
decided to submit the matter to Parliament.

The Minister for Works: There were a lot of
rumouts about at the time,

Hon. M.1 F. TROY:i Parliament messed the
matter up principally on account of party
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Politics. There were two men largely re-
sponsi for the failure to carry out the deal
and they were Afessrs. flagon and Gregory. I
was here at the time and I knew of their duplicity,
and I know also that they wore largely respon.
sib!. for the rumours. I remember a speech
made by both Gregory and Rason at Midland
Junction, in which they gave it out that members
of the Government stood to make a personal
profit Out of the transaction.

The Mioist&r for Works: There were others
besides them.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The " Sunday Times." and
soee Mr. Daglish's own party were not too loyal
either. Mr. Daglish was accused in public in the
Press and in this House by members of the
Opposition with trying to bring about a
transaction which was corrpt. I know that ho
was assailed by Rason and Gregory. After 20
yeasm I make this accusation because it was
my first experience in Parliament and I was
not as wicked as I am to-day. I was im-
pressed by the manner in which the matter
was brought before the House, and the action
that was taken to destroy the whiole trans.
action. Mr. Daglish is now dead, but I
will do this justice to his memory by saying
that there was never a cleaner proposition put
before the House than the suggested purchase
of the Midland Company's concession. Just at
that time there was a strike at Lawlers and Blank
Range and Senator Lynch who was then a
member of this Chamber, and 1, were proceeding
to the spot to endeavour to settle the ispute.
Before going away we had to get pairs. I paired
with Mr. Quinlan the then member for Toodyay,
who supported the purchase. I told Mr. Daglish
what I had done. He said to me " How are you
going to rote." I said, " I am in favour of
the purchase." Mr. Daglish replied, " I wish
you would stay here and vote against the
purchase.' I asked him why, and his reply
was, "Because of the rotten insinuations about
corruption on the part of the Government in
connection with the transaotion." I said, "If
that is how you feel about it, why did you in.
traduce the Bill ?" Mr. Daglish answered, " I
promised that if the Government did not purchase
the line we would submit the matter to Parlia-
meat," and I am keeping my word. Mr. Daglish
added that he was washing his hands of the
whole business. Furthermore, he said this to
me, and it w- prophetic, " Mark you, if
the Government do not purchase the con-
cession for a million and a quarter now, in 10
years time they will have to pay more for the
railway itself." Those words have proved to be
quite true, for the company soon afterwards
sold half a million pounds worth of land. A
dissolution occurred later and the right ranged
round the purchase of the 'Midland Railway.
Some of my own elcectors said to me, " We should
not vote for you becaume you supported the
Midland Railway business." I informued those
people that the propoual was an honest one, but
they were influenced by what appeared in the
"Sunday Times" and the talk in the House
and thought it was corrpt. I give these par-
ticulars, because I have heard so many people
say that the Government missed a groat oppor-
tunity. I sart the Government, never had a
chance of doing anything, for Parliament would

not give them the opportunity. As I mid in
those days, time would have justified the pur-
chase of the line. I know a man who contested
the Central Province election a little while ago
who said that the Labour Government should
have purchased the line. They never had such
an opportunity. He was a man who was mixed
up in the opposition to the purchase. To bring
about the downfall of the Government, he did
not scruple to even injure the interests of his
constituency.

Mr. Money: That is party politics!
Ron. M. F. TROY: Yes. It can never be

said of the Labour Party that they have de-
seeded to that sort of thing.

The Premier: I think Dr. Ellis was the prin-
cipal opponent at that time.

Hon. Xt F. TROY: I attended the party
meetings. No man knows more about the whole
transaction than I do. I can put my finger on
thoe who were concerned in the intrigue inside
the House, and I know what Occurred outside.
It was a regrettable incident altogether, for the
State missed a great opportunity. There is
no better piece of country for agricultural pur.
poses than the Midland Company's proposition.

Lieut. Col. Denton: That is corret.
Hon. M%. F. TROY: There is a fine rainfall in

that part of the State and there are large areas of
splendid land which are situated in the centralpor
tion. of the State, so far as markets are concerned.
The railway must be purchased by the Govern-
ment at one time or another. I would not be
a party to tying the Government's hands re-
garding the purchase. I would not like to see
the Government forced into the position of
having to pay a price which was not fair or
or reasonable. I do not propose, to put them
in that poition.

The Minister for Works: Rear, hear!
Hon. Mi. F. TROY: If the Midland Railway

Company are prepared to do business on reason-
able lines and make a fair offer to the Government,
the House should support the Administration
in purchasing the line. I support the proposal
because of one other factor. The Midland lads
are not used to the best advantage. The-com-
pany sold land to people who possessed money
and who bought large areas. Unlike the Great
Southern and the land served by other Govern-
ment railways, the areas along the Midland line
are too big end, in thoem circumstances, pro-
duction cannot be secured to the extent achieved
in other portions whore the holdings are smaller.
I1 would instance the Nangetty and Urilla stations,
and other holdings along the line. If thoem
large holdings were repurchased, they could be
made highly reproductive. None of the advan-
tages enjoyed generally by settlers in other

Partsoth State, can be secured in the Midland
areas u1til the railway is purchased. I do not
believe that there would have been any necessity
for the construction of the Wongan Hflls-Mullewa
lUne had the Midland line been purchased yeas
ago, for we would have bad spur lines runnout to serve such centres as Ferenjori, liorowa
and Dalwailinu.

Mr. Teesdale: -And they would have acted
as feeders for the main railway.

Hon. ME. F. TROY : That is so. I do not want
Parliament to be placed in the position that we
were in in 1905. I hope the Government will
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endeavour to secure the line at as reasonable a
pie as possible. If they do so, Parliament will
support the purchase.

Air. Davies: Do you not think the carrying
of the motion will hamper the Government?

Hon. MX F. TROY: Yes, to the extent that
the shareholders in London will think that, as
a resolution has been carried in Parliament,
we can force the Government to carry out the
terms of the motion.

Mr. J. Thomson: This motion will put back
the purchase 25I years.

Hon. 31. F. TROY:- If we can get an offer the
Government should purchase the line, but we
should not compel them to do so.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!I
Hon. M. F. TROYT: I have always stood for

the purchase of the railway, as it will henefit
the country and also my electorate. On the
other hand, if 1 were a member of the Govern-
ment, I would not purchase the line unless I
could get a reasonable bargain. I support the
motion hilt not with a view to committing the
Government to the purchase of the railway at
any cost. I would net stand for that at all. I
want to see the line purchased and I leave it to
the Government to make the bargain.

The Minister for Works: And to take the
responsibility.

Hon. MW. F. TROY: That is so.

The 311N1STER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Speaker,-

Mr, SPEAK ER : Does the Minister desire to
speak?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, J wish
to have something to say on this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: But the hon. member has
not the right to speak twice on the same mtotion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS9: I have not
spoken to it yet.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the lion. member's
name on my list and if he looks through "Ran-
sard " he will see that he has spoken.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: I. do not
think I have spoken on it at all.

Mr. MONEY (Bunhury) (5-8]:- If there is
any serious intention of negotiating for the
purchase of the Midland railway line, it will be
very inadrisable for the House at any stage to
pass such a motion. As mentioned by the
Premier and others, it is not that the motion wild
carry much weight with us but it may be mis-
construed elsewhere, and it may prejudice the
Government in making a good bargain. It wil
be treated by people in London as a mandate from
the people of the State to purchase the lin. lit
the circumstances, I will vote against the motion.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ay es .... . 27
Noes.............13

Majority for

ltr. Angela
36r. Angwln
Mr. Broaun
Mr. Cheason
Ms. Cunningham

AY~s.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

IMr.

14

Davies
Denton
Gibson
Harrison
Heron

Sir. Hickmott
Mr. Hugbes
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Latbamn
Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Mann
Air. Marshall
Kr. Mc~allum
Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Cahrter
~Xr. Durnek
Mdr. George
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money

Nor.

Mr. Pickering
Mr. Richardson
Mr. ap. H. Smith
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Troy
Mr. Wiliece
Mr. Wison
Mr. Munas

(Teller.)

Mr. Sampson
Mr Seeddan
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)
Question thus passed.
M r. Teesdale:- This means a million pounds

more that the Government will have to pay.
The Minister for Works: H alf a million,

anyhow.
Hon. W,. C. Angwin; If that is so, the Govern-

ment will not perehase it at all.
Mr, J. Thomson: It means blocking it al-

together.

MNOTION-NARROGIN-DWARDA RAILWAY.
To inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from 25th October, 1922,
on the following motion by Mr. Hickmott -

1That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into the advisability of constructing
the Narrogia-Dwardii railway, and that all
work on that line be suspended pending the
report of the committee."

Mr. LATHAM (York) [5 - 61j- While there is
now very little time for the work of a select
committee, still I think some of the information
which has been gained through the discussion of
this motion will be of benefit to the State. I
have no wish to oppose the construction of the
line, but there are other lines which should have
preference over this one. The line has been
authorised, and unless good reason can be shown
for repealing the Act, the work should be cardied
out eventually, but there are in other districts
mnen who have held their land for 12 years and
who are still carting their wheat over long dis-
tances, across bad country. There is no reason
why preference should be given to this Narrogin-
Dwarda line.

Hon, W. C. -Angin: There is nothing in the
motion giving it preference.

Mr. LATHAM:- Still preference has been
given to it. The money could be better spent
on railways in other portions of the State. For
instance, there is the Kondinin4Narrgi line,
the Nyahing-Pingrup line, anid the Esprance
railway. There wilt come a time when the
people w-ho have so long waited for railway
communication will walk- off their holdings and
claiii compensation from the Government.
W~heat cannot be commercially carted long
distances There are all those people east of
Totadgin-

a02s
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The Premier: You are now discussing the
Narrogin-Dwarda railway.

Mr. Johnston:. He wants the money spent in
his own electorate.

Mr. LATHAM: Nothing of the sort. I want
just treatment. It is the hon. member who
wants everything spent in his own electorate.
Did not the member for Forrest relate how the
whole wealth of the State was centred on Narro-
ginY There is no necessity for the present
Government to mete out to the member for
Williams-Narrogink (Mr. Johnston) any special
privileges. The day for that baa gone past.
New railways are authorised, yet people are kept
out in the wilderness without railway corn-
munication. Ministers should have some feeling
for those people. I hope this Narrogin-Dwarda
railway will not be constructed until other
railways authorised at the same time are running.
There is no necessity for this line, for no portion
of the land to be served is beyond 16 miles train
an existing railway.

The Minister for Works: The people of the
district ame in a bottle neck.

Mr. LATHAM: They seem to be very for-
tumately situated. I am glad the Minister
stopped the construction of the line, and I hope
that no further construction will be undertaken
until Parliament meets next session. I want
fair play for all those who ame farming miles
away from any existing railway, if thene be
money available for railway construction, it
should be spent in the interests of those people.
A select committee just now would be of very
little use, notwithstanding which I will support
the motion.

The PREMIUER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell-
Northam) [5-2411: Of course there is very Little
to be achieved by carrying the motion at this
late hour. Quite a number of railways were
s&uthorised years ago. Some of them have been
built, while others have yet to be constructed.

Mr. Harrison: They should all be built.
The PREMIER: In view of the high cost of

material it has not been possible to buid them
all within a short time. The cost of rails is still
high, although not as high as it was a few
months ago. We could not afford to purchase
rails at the top of the market, for that would
have meant the over capitalisation. of the work.
The House authorised the construction of this
railway a long time ago, and after the lapse of
years it is a, serious matter to materially alter
the course of the line. I want the line, not to
serve the town of Narrogin, hut to serve the
settlers. Of course I can understand the atti-
tude of the member for Willianis-Narrogin,
although I do not approve of it.

Mr. LAinbert: What attitude ?
The PREMIER:. An attitude of hostility to

everybody opposed to the line, whether in this or
in another place.

Mr. Johnston : I have relied on your promises.
The PREMIER: Of course we must have

regard for human nature, and the hon. member
knows how this affects his electorate.

Mr. Johnston : After having started the work,
it was pretty rough. to stop it.

The PREMIER: The construction of the
line was not stopped. A deviation is reqired
and must be made. The line will be gone on

with, It is sometimes necessary in the. public
interest that there should be delay, or that there
should be a material deviation of route. it is of
no use expecting people to live on the land
without reasonable means of transport. What
we want in point of railway construction is the
giving of an undertaking to the public on the
land that railway facilities will be forthcoming.
This line will run through an old settled district.

H~on. F. T. Broun : They are not already
served by a railway.

The PREMIER: Not all of them.
Air, Latham: The farthest out is only 10

miles away from an existing railway.
The PREMIER : The country west of B~everley

is far more thickly populated than is this dis-
trict. Our railway lines have to pay, for our
financial troubles have been largely due to
losses on railways.

Mr. Lambert: Agricultural railways.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Lake Clifton railway,

for instance.
The PREMIER : Yes, and the Margaret River-

Augusta line, bought by my hon. friend. This
is also a dead loss, hut it is now being converted
into use.

Air. Lambert: It was your colleague over
there.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Lake Chifton lin
will not open up any country.

The PREMIER: I am sorry the Lake Clifton
line was purchased, particularly as things have
turned out. That is not the only line that has
been bought. When we have people on the lnnd
we must serve them with railways. Several rail-
ways were authorised jusit before the Labour
Party went out of office. That Government had
not time to build them ; had there been time
the lines could have been built very much cheaper
then than they can be built to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : It was intrigue that put
us out of office.

The PREMIER: The Labour Government
were put out for the good of the country.

Ron. W. C. Angwia: The country has been
going to the bad ever since.

The PREMIER: When the ball is set rolling
it is difficult to stop it. It is no use crying over
spilt milk. I was a party to this line being
authorised and if deviation is needed it will have
to be made. I have no admiration for the part
the member for Williams-Narrogin (Mir. John-
ston) played in connection with this line.

Mr. Johnston. It was rather awkward re-
minding you of your promises.

The PREMIER: It is not because of anything
he has done that I am opposed to the motion.
It is no use appointing a select committee at this
stage, and I hope the House will not agree to
that being done. No good can come of it. This
railway was authorised some years ago. I
would have no reason for changing my opinion
in the matter except that I know there are ocher
districts we must serve with railways. If the
districts I have in mind could not be senved
with railways, I might be prepared to vote for
the cancellation of the construction of this line,
but I know the other districts can be served and
the railways can be made to pay.

'Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5-33]: It is
rather heart breaking to hear these juvenile
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pioneers of the country shedding copious tears
because every farmer has not a railway running
to his own slip rails.

Mr. Harrison: To whom do you refer?
Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that members

of the cross benches have done much for the
settlers in the Esperane district, who have been
waiting for many years for the construction of
the authorised railway. No good purpose would
be served by referring this matter to a select
committee. We have been treated to a good
deal of Press controversy in respect of this
railway. The Esperance line should ho built
before any other. Members on the cross benches
should realise that this country has spent eight
or ten million pounds in building agricultural
lines, and that the loss to the general taxpayers
is over half a million of money.

Mbr. Pickering: Whero would we bie but for
teagricultural districts
Mr. LAMBERT: It is refreshing to hear the

declaration of the Premier that he is not going
to build railways unless they pay.

Air. Harrison: Will the Esperanee railway
pay ?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. It would have paid
20 years ago If it had been joined on to the

raiwa system.
Mr.Harison: Why not 25 years ago!?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must not interject.

Mr. LAMBERT: The State is going on ina
dangerous way building loop lines in a haphazard
fashion, and running them into bottle necks
everywhere. Some uniform system should be
adopted of grid-ironing the State in an efficient
manner. All these railway should be run to
some definite terminus.

Mr. Harrison: That should have been done by
a former Government.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the ban. member's party
had given allegiance to that Government it
would have been done. You cannot expect
anything to be done uinder present conditions.
There should be a review of our present system
of building spur lines. The State should be
out up in such a way that where loop lines are
put in some definite objective should be arranged
for. They should not be run out to dead ends,
and be obliged to carry a number of empty
trucks on the return journey. The member for
York (Mr. Latham~i urged that the solid yeomanry
of the country would sacrifice what they consider
to be their birthright and leave their holdings.
unless each one wvas prodided with a 3ft Oin
gauge railway to his own slip mails. That is all
moonshine. The farmers have been well treated,
far better than many others who ought to have
been served with railways. Before further con-
sideration is given to any elaborate extension of
spur lines, the Government should announce their
policy regarding the proper co-ordination of theso
spurs with the railway system. Most members of
the cross benches want at least a dozen spur lines
built in their districts.

Hon. M!. F. Troy: A line for every settler.
Mr. LA31BERT: One running to every slip

mai. The Premier says he is going to ignore
these empty demands that are made upon him
here, there and everywhere.

Mr. Pickering: I do not hnow how you draw
that inference from his remaerks.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the Premier % ill stick
to his guns, and insist that before a line is con-
stnicted there is sufficient settlement to justify
the belief that it will not be operated at an
enormous loss. Already our agricultural lines
are being run at a loss. They, are carrying
superphosphate to the farmers at id. per ton
per mile, and performing other services which
increase the detcit of the railways. There must
be a halt somewhere. A certain political element
for its own reasons prefers to disregard all
reasonable decency by requesting the construction
of a number of lines which must be operated at
a loss. I would remind the member for York
that many people are looking for land.

Hon. F. T. B~roun : They will grab the farms
that other men have pioneered.

Mr. LAMBERT: No one desires that.
Ron. F. T. B3raun: You are suggesting it.
Mr. LAMBERT: No, the member for York

says they will walk off their holdings if they
do not get railways.

Ron. F. T. Braun: People bave been in the
district for 11 years without a railway.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some people have been
in the Esperance district for 20 years with-
out one. So long as spur lines are built in
every district, members of the cross benches
are prepared to ignore the interests of other
parts of the State. It is absurd to continue
our present system of railway construction.
This matter should be removed from political
influencb, interference and control, which
have in the past been so detrimental to the
revenue of the State. Some system should
be evolved to ensure our raways being oper-
ated at a profit.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.44J: I1 am
astonished tbat the member for Coolgardie
should have drawn the inference he did from
the remarks of the Premier. The Premier
said he was a party to tbe promise made when
the sabject w'as brought before the Chamber,
but that if it were necessary for a deviation
to be made it would be made. The arguments
put forward by the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) wyore not in the
direction of a spur line. He was in favour
of converting what was now a spur line into
a main line, and connecting it wvith N-ar-
rogia, which lhas a big railway depot fully
equipped for handling all forms of traffic.
Everybody knows that Narrogin is situated
so as to be the mnost suitable depot for the
control of the railway service in that por-
tion of the Great Southern district. 1 do
not know what the member for Coolgardie
(-.r. Lambert) had in mind Wvhen he gave
us a dissertation on railway freights. I do
know that goldfields members have frequently
protested against what they termed excessive
freights on the goldfields railways.

Mr. Lambert: Yes, because there is such
a marked difference between our freights and
yours.

Mr. PICKERING: This party does not
stand for differential railway freights.

Mr. Lambert; Will you back up that state-
ment by a straight vote on the super and
wheat freighits?
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Air. PICKERINU: The policy of our Rail-
way Department has been developmental. It
has been considered advantageous here, as in
most countries, to make a low rate for man-
ures, providing that the resultant crop pays
the cost of its transport. However, that sub-
ject has nothing to do with the question. I
regret that members on these cross benches
have seemed to belittle a district which every-
one knows to be a gfood district, with the idea
of boosting other portions of the State. Most
districts can stand onl their own merits, and
their claims for a railway are as a rule sub-
stantial. The member for Coolgardic re-
ferred to our railway system as a grid-iron
stretching all over the State.

Mr. Lambert: I say our lines have not been
constructed with a view to economical opera-
tion.

Mr. PICKERING: Does the hon. member
suggest that we should pull up the lines and
rebuild them elsewhere? The position which
faces this country is that the lines are there,
and that we must make them as profitable as
we can in their present situation. I regret
that members on these cross benches have
allowed their personal electoral interests to
sway them on this motion, which should be
viewed as impartially as possible. This par-
ticular railway was adjudicated on in the
year 1915; and doubtless, as in the case of
most proposed railways, settlement has an-
ticipated the construction of the line.

Mr. Johnston: Numbers of returned so]-
cliers have settled on the route,

Mr. PICKERING: We should not allow
ourselves to be swayed by the arguments of
the member for Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott) and
the member for York (Mr. Lathamn), who
have contended for the revocation of the pro-
mise given by Parliament in 1915. With the
member for Coolgardie I trust that a select
committee Will not be appointed. The Pre-
mier has spoken of the inadvisability of ap-
pointing a committee. What good can they
do in 4S hours I If the select committee
should be apiointed, and subcquently con-
verted into a Royal Commission, and then if
in th6 course of their investigations they
should find it necessary to travel beyond the
borders of this State, I hope the Government
will accord them treatment more generous
that which was extended 1o me. Members
should view this motion dispassionately7 not
allowing themselves to be swayed by heated
words which are apt to be uttered in circum-
stances such as the present. The member for
Willianis-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) knew that
the railway had been started, and he had the
definite assurance of the Minister for Works
that it would go on. Is it not natural that
a member should be indignant when such a
promise is not fulfilled?1

The Minister for Works- In my position
You could not have taken any other action
than that which I took.

Mr. PICKERING-. I do not doubt that
the Minister did what he personally consid-
ered to be right. I am not satisfied that rea-
sons of sufficient weight have been brought

forward here to justify us in supporting
either the action of a responsible Minister in
another place or the action of the Minister
for Works. Everything seemed to be going
swimmingly, and then suddenly everything
Wrent up in. smioke, and the member for
Will ia ms-Narrogin was disappointed. To add
fuel to the fire, as the member for Pingelly
did, is in anly opinion an unworthy action.

Mr. SPEAKER: Orderi The hon. mem-
ber should not say that.

Mr. PICKERING: I withdraw it. I do
not wish to be in any way offensive to the
member for Piagelly. However, a definite
assurance having once been given to the
settlers in a certain area that they would be
given a railway, it is the bounden duty of
Parliament to fulfil that promise. Broken
promises are not conducive to the development
of the country.

Mr. MON'EY (Bunbury) [5.541]: To some
extent I am at a disadvantage on this ques-
tion, not having been in the House -when
the railway was authorised. Many years
have elapsed since its authorisation, and
therefore my duty is to inquire whether
the circumstances then put forward war-
ranted the authorisation, and also to inquire
whether those circumstances have materially
changed. The question has been discussed
at considerable length. The member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) referred to the
condition of our finances, and the Premier
himself has reminded the House that unless
hie is satisfied the railway will pay, he
cannot embark an its construction. I have
been waiting for information as to how
many settlers will be served by the rail-
way-

Mr. Hickmott: About four who are not
already served.

Mr. Johnston ; There are 18 returned
soldiers settled on the route.

'Mr. 'MONEY: I also await information
as to what will be the traffic onl the line,
and what likelinhood there is of the line
paying, No one is more anxious than I1 am
to fulfil a promise made to the people. It
would not be amiss if the Government at
once put motors on the route to bring into
Narrogin those milk canls which represent
the only item of traffic put forward.

The Minister for Works : What about
timber from Dwardaf

M.%r. MXONEY: There is the Collie-Narrogin
railway. DO the people at Narrogia want
the earth' There are timber mills at Collie,
with which centre Narrogin has direct com-
munication. I heard at YNarrogia that
although the Collie-'Narrogin line was con-
structed to give that inland centre access to
a port, the people there now want three
ports in all: Albany, Dunbury, and Fre-
mantle. There are many country districts
which have not even one port. Narrogin,
it appears, wants timber supplies not only
from Collie but also from Dwarda.

The Minister for Works: Narrogin an get
timber cheaper from the Dwarda line.
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Mr. MONEY: I am not yet aware that
Ithough we have the State Sawmills and
'arious private sawmills, one can get timber
heaper from one sawmill than from another.

The Minister for Works: There is longer
ailage in question.

Mr. Johnston: Dwarda is much closer to
Tarrogin than Collie is.

Mr, MONEY: I am surprised, in view of
his line having been authorised so long,
hat the member for Pingelly (Mr. Hick-
riott), who is interested very much in the
istrict to be served by the line, ham asked
or an inquiry. Again, Mr. Greig, who is
ectually a representative of the district
ifected, has said that the line is not
varranted, and has asked the Government
o stay their hand pending inquiry. In any
ase, I cannot understand the anxiety to
tille inquiry. I have been astonished to
bserve that some speakers on this question,
liverting from the flwarda-Narrogin rail-
ray, have said, "We want to get to Arma-
ale." I object to such centralisation, and
cannot understand how members who have

.ecenktralisation as the first item on their
Programme ask for centralisation at every
-pportunity. Unless it can be proved that
his proposal 'will pay, have we any right to
arry it out, in view of Western Australia's
inancial position? Is it simply a question
f carrying out a promise although every
ireumnstancee may have altered since the
,riginal authorisation? If we decided 10
r 12 years ago to construct an engine, and
hen, before we started on the work, our
olant became antiquated and we saw that
he proposal was useless, should we still con-
truet that engine I I refer the member for
iorth-East JFremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
o the file, In 1914 the report of the
.dvisory board favoured the line to assist
he working of the railways, but did not
ecommend it for other reasons.

Mr. Johnston: The hon. member is mis-
aken in that.

Mr. MONEY: The file and the debate in
he Rouse contain no other reason.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is with regard
o the joining up point.

Mr. MONEY : Yet. A later advisory
,oard report is absolutely against the con-
truction of this line until last on the pro-
ramme. The Commissioner of Railways
ays 'it will not facilitate the working of the
ailways. Hffe will not be able to use it-

Mr. Johnston: As a through line.
11r. MONEY: On account of the grades,

:nd the traffic would still go round via
Ipercer's Brook.

The Mfinister for Works : There is a
ifference of opinion on that.
Mr. MNONEY: I am thankful for the Min-

ster Is interjection. That is why the matter
hould be inquired into. Mfembers of the
istrict are divided, the House is divided,

:nd, seeing that the line has waited eight
'ears, let it wait another month or so to
scertaint whether the altered circumstances
varrant its construction. -Not -a single fact
'as been adduced to show that the line has
my chance of paying. I asked the member

for Piugelly (Mr. Hickmott) how mnany
pecople would be afforded facilities who have
not facilities to-day and his reply was
''four.''

Mr. Johnston: And dosens of others.
Mr. MONEY: Members are not agreed on

even that point. The latest advisory board
did not inspect the route and the board who
did inspect the route did not report on the
important question of grades, a question on
which the board who did not inspect the
route did report upon. Although the select
committee may have a life of only 48 hours,
it will be an indication to the Government
to make full inquiries before launching out
on this expenditure and satisfy themselves
whether there are sufficient people to he,
served, whether there will be sufficient
traffic to make the line pay, and whethi
the expense is justified in view of the
present state of thle finances.

Hon. IV, U. Angwin. We would have no
railways if we adopted that line of argu-
ment.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly-in reply)
[6.5]: 1 wish to assure members that
I moved the motion without any heat or per-
sonal motives. I moved it because I thought
my action was in the best interests of the
State generally. I regret that the motion
has been shelved until almost the close of the
session. Had it been gone on with, there
would have been plenty of time for a select
committee to inspect the route and present
a report.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You could only take
your turn.

M1r. HICKMOTT: As the motion has been
shelved so long, I suggest that a select com-
mittee be appointed and converted into a
Royal Commission -without pay to report next
session. The advisory board's report on the
comprehensive scheme of railway construc-
tion mentioned several sections and this was
the last section recommended for construction.

Mr. Johnston: I think you are mistaken.
Mr. HICRMOTT: The report says--

The construction of Sections (a.) and
(b.) would leave a section of 42 miles from
nenr the 42-mile peg on the Alhany-road to
near the junction of the 14-mile Brook.

That is where the present line is to go. The
14-mile Brook is exactly 14 miles frmin
Williams, so members will see that it is within
14 miles of the Williams railway. The
advisory board state that it is 20 miles from
Uwarda to Williams so that anybody between
Uwarda and Williams must be within 10 miles
of either line. They also tell us it is about
30 miles from Dwarda to Popanyinning on the
Great Southern, so that anybody between
these two points would be within 15 miles of
a railway. Following the railway up it
and the Great Southern line converge, so
that the people situated thereabout are in
close proximity to a railway. Therefore no
settler is more than 14 or 15 miles from rail-
way communication. The soldiers on the
Noombling estate, to whom Mr. Johnston
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referred, are the soldiers on whose behbalf I
have sought a deviation of the line ever since
I have been in the House. When I first
entered the House I moved for an extension
of the line for a ffistaance of eight miles up
the flotham River. It was contended that
would serve the people further north who
could rot be served from the present route
from flwnrda to Narrogin. That is good
land and well settled and it would have given
those people facilities to get tbeir produce to
market. I do not say they are more than 15
miles from a railway, but they have very
bad roads over which to cart. They grow a
considerable quantity of grain, and the ex-
tension would have assisted thenm consider-
ably. I have a letter from the chairman of
the Wandering Road Board, Mr. T. H. Price,
which states-

At a meeting held here on the 24/9/22
I was instructed to write you congratulat-
ing you on your action with regard to
Uwardai-Narrogin railway. It has given
the matter publicity, which otherwise it
would not have had. I was also asked to
explain some of those communications con-
nected with the same subject. The motion
of censure from Wandering Agricultural
Society was carried at a meeting that was
not at all representative, and you can rest
assured that it did not in any way repre-
sent the opinion of this district. With
regard to other communications which the
member for Narrogin hags used in the
debate on the motion, purporting to have
the authority of the road board-
Mr. Johnston: They were sent to me.
Mr. ITCKMOTT: The letter continues-
I can ay, as chairman of the board, there
has been no eommnunication of any kind sent
to the member for Narrogin emanating from
the road board, and we intend to investi-
gate the matter at our nest meeting.

That gentleman has lived iii the district for
14 or 15 years.

The Minister for Works: What does that
go to show, misrepresentationI

Mr. Johnston: Not so far as I was con-
cerned.

.Mr. TTTCKMOTT: It looks like it.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Which was alisre-

presentation, that letter or the other one?
Mr. Johnston: Mine was signed by the

secretary of the road board.
Mr. HICKMOTT: Another letter from W.

P. flees, secretary of the Wangderinog-Noom-
boling sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers'
League states-

I am writing on behalf of the above
branch of the Returned Soldiers' League
to express our gratitude and appreciation
of your efforts to procure a branch line
from Dwarda to Codjatotine. Such a line
would be a great boon to soldier settlers
on this estate and residents generally.
Wishoing you every further success.

r have received a telegram from Mr. Lamb,
ehsirman of the Pingelly Road Board read-
ing-

My board desires to express apprecig
dion of your action in connection with pro
posed Narrogin-fiwarda railway.

A telegram from Mr. flarcey, eereta*j'
the railway league, Pingelly, reads-

Wandering show committee only si
members. Codjatotine and district wit
you; meeting to support you next week.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 go 7.80 p.m.

Mr. H,1ICMOTT: The opinions expresse
in the letters and telegrams which 1 rea
toan repr-escntative mieni justify my aetlo
in asking for the appointment of a sele(
committee to inquire into the advisabilityc
constructing this line. Further than that,
hav-e been urging ever sine the line was at.
thorised tb-at the latest advisory board's ro
port strongly recommends the extensionc
the line as far as Codjatotine Pool which
30 miles North-cast of the present tai
minus. The advisory board go on to say tha
if the line is constructed 13 miles furthe
north to the valley of the Hotliam River,
will serve not only the present soldier settli
mnent of 17 or 18 on the Noombling em
late but also the people further nort
who have been there for many year
without railway facilities. The advisor
board expressed surprise at the quality o
thei country from a mixed forming point o
vieu,. I recognise that the appointment of
select committee at this stage of the sessio.
wvill not be of much use, seeing that the con
mittee would not have any time in whicht
carry' out its labours. All the same, I woul,
like to drawe nttefttion to the traffic earns'o
over the railway as the result of settlement
around a fewv of the sidings. To the east anc
North-east of Narrogin we find that the whoa
handled last year totalled 51,272 bushels. Thi
freight came from Narrogin 7,831 buslh
1figlibury 18,583 bushels, Williams 11,511
bushels, Roundain 7,890 bushels and Villimin
ning 10,449 bushels. The little siding of Al
ficisyde, 18 miles east of Brookton, on th,
Corrigin line, and which would be served b:
the Brookiton-Armadale line, which is als
r-ecommendled by the advisory board, aeeountai
for 53,113 bushels. The total for the district
therefore, was 148,855 bushels. TPhis will giv,
an idea of the traffic that would be availabi
if the shorter route to the seaboard as recoin
mended by the advisory board, were carric(
out. Thea we have the answers which wer
giveni to the questions which were skied ii
another place by Air. Greig at the beginning
of the session, 'regarding the utility of thif
line if it were constructed. These are th,
questions and the answers which were fur
nished:-I (a) What is the steepest grade oR
the railway line from Pinjarra, to Narrogiz
going east, via fiwarda; (b) what is tin

stepest grade on the same line from Narre
gin to PinWarra going west?-(a) 1 in 30
(b) 1 in 40. 2 (a) What is the steepe
grade on the line from Perth to Narrogin, viz
Spencer's Brtok; (b) what is the steepesil
grade on the same line from Nourrogin t,
Pertht-(a) and (b), 1 in 45 in the range,
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ut the general ruling grade is 1 in 60. 3
a) Whbat is the difference in tonnage that
n engi ne would[ take to Narrogin, via Spen-
"r" Brok, versus Piujarra and Dwsrda;
h) what is the difference in tonnage that
in same engine would take from Narrogin to
'erth, via Spencer's Brook versus Pinjarraf
-(a) A class I'M'" locomotive would take to
[arrogia via Spencer's Brook 275 tons; from
'injarra. via Dwarda, 140 tons. (b) A clas
M'" locomotive would take from Narrogia

ia, Spencer's Brook 370 tons; from Narro-
in to Pinjarra via Dwardn, 235 tons. 4, Do
he Commissioner and the heads of the
trenches of the Department consider the link-
ig up of the railway from Dwarda. to Nar-
ogin would assist in the economic working
f the Government railway systeml-No.
'hose are conclusive answers supplied by the
cads of the department, and they prove that
iy action in requesting the appointing of a
elect committee was justified. But as I have
tated, it would be quite impossible for the
elect committee to carry out any kind of an
avestigation within 48 hours, which is about
.11 the time that would be available. I there-
ore ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

AOTTON--RAVENSTHORPE SMELTERS.
Privy Council Appeal.

Debate resrmed from the 14th September
in the following motion moved by Mr.
;orboy-

That in the opinion of this House the
decision of tthe Government as publicly aji-
nounced, to appeal to the Privy Council
against the decision of the High Court of
Australia in the matter of MeNiel and Bcr-
isales versus the Crown is unwarranted, and
should not be proceeded with.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) t7.42]: I
uave no desire to delay the House in talking
in this motion because we know that the ap-
'cal which was made to the Privy Council
ase been disallowed. The Government cannot
LOW go any further and therefore it is use-
ess wasting time debating the subject.

Mr. Macallumn SMITH (North Perth)
7.43]: I agree that it is only wasting time
o debate this motion, because of the dismis-
al of the appeal to the Privy Council, but 1
vould like to ask the Premier whether he has
my intention of effecting a settlement by
obeying the verdict of the court. I know that
he Government were doing their best to
ovoid having to pay, but now that the appeal
tLa gone by the hoard, I flndetrtaid they are
itill delaying settlemnent. That is not what
ine would expect from any Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion does not
over the point the hon. member is discussing.
rho hon. member can only debate what is
Were the Chair.

Mr. Machalum SMITH: I think I am in

,rdcr in asking whether the Government have
ny intention of settling this matter.

Many iof the people who obtained judgment
against the Government are miners in a small
way and they have bad to mortgage their in-
terest in the judgment in order to carry on.
They have been harshly treated by the Gov-
ernment. If an ordinary individual had been
guilty of conduct of this sort, they would
have been worthy of the greatest censure.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the han.
member to follow that line of argument.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn-in reply) [7.461:
I had a short conversation with the Premier
a little while ago and I wish to make public
one aspect. The position is that small nuns
owners have been compelled, owing to their
financial circumstances, to go to money lend-
ers and get advances on the strength of the
Verdict.

Mr. Lambert: Their security is not too
good.

Mdr. CORBOY: This is no laughing matter
for people who are up against it. I can
vouch for a case wvhere a man, in order to get
an advance of £20, had to give an order for
£35 and only received £18 10s.

Thm Premier: Let him go to court! There
is a Usury Act that can settle that sort of
business.

Mr. CORDOY: I am aware of that, but
the Premier must know that many people do
not like going to court to adnuit they have
been taken down. Delays in the settlement
are causing much trouble. The time for the
Government rendering accounts expired over
a month ago. The Mines Department was gram-
ted'an,extension for a fortnight, bultthecourt
attached the accountant of the Mines Depart-
ment so that, in the event of the order not
being complied With, he could be dealt with
for contempt of court. That order expired a
considerable time ago, but the accounts have
not yet been rendered, It is grossly unfair
for the Government to continue such delays
when the highest authority in the Empire
has given a decision against them. The Gov-
ernment should not continue to withhold these
payments. Such a course of action does not
make for confidence in constitutional govern-
ment. I do not blame the Premier in the
matter, because I think he is ignorant of
what has been going on. The Crown Lair
authorities promised the solicitor for the plain-
tiffs that they would get the accounts to-day.
To-day the plaintiff's solicitors were informed
that they could not get the accounts but the
Crown Law authorities guaranteed to give
them uip to-morrow. That sort of thing has
been going on for over a month and it has
caused grave hardship. I hope the Premier
will give us an assurance that there will be
no further delay in rendering the accounts.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would point out to hon.
members that the motion must be withdrawn.
It cannot he discharged.

Mr. Corboy: I will withdraw it.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [7.501: I do not know that I
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can discuss this matter as I would wish to,
nor can I say what is in my mind at this
stage. Had we discussed the question under
other circumstauces, I would have been
frank about the whole matter. The render-
ing of accounts should take place as quickly
as possible and we must obey the order of
the Court. The fact that I do not think we
should pay a farthing of the judgment does
not weigh in the matter, for we must obey
the court, not cheerfully, but of necessity.
I speak in the interests of the people as a
whole.

Mr. Corboy : That is controversial. I
deny that.

Mr. O'Loghlca: Some of them would take
down God Almighty himself if they had the
opportunity.

Mr. Corboy: So would some of the officers,
too.

The FUEMlER: Toe rendering of accounts
will not be delayed.
* Mr. Corboy: That is the assurance I desire
from the Premier. I ask leave to withdraw
the motion.

Motion by leave withdranu.

BILL-CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
Council 'a Message.

Order of the Day road for the considera-
tion of Council's Message.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the consideration of the Order of

the Day be postponed.
Mr. SPEAKER: Before postponing this

Order of the flay, I wish to make a few re-
marks. The message reads as follows:-

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Assembly that it has decided
that the Closer Settlement Bill trans.
mitted by Message No. 13 is out of order
inasmuch as it is an. amendment to the
Constitution Act and purports to alter the
Constitution of the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly, and there-
fore it requires a special certificate to the
effect that the Bill has passed its second
and third readings by an absolute
majority of the total number of the mein'-
hers of the Legislative Assembly. As the
Bill contains no such certificate the Coun-
cil under the terms of Standing Order No.
180 is precluded from proceeding with the
Bill.

That message arrived here considerably over
two months ago. I prepared some remarks
upon it and I committed them to paper SO
that I would not forget them. Those re-
marks are as follow:-

As the laying aside of this Bill by the
Council on the grounds of an alleged de-
fect in procedure, must convey the infer-
ence that a blunder had been committed
by this House, and by myself, I feel it
due to bon. members to justify their
actions and mine in the matter. As the
circumstances of the ease are familiar to

hon. members the argument may be re
duced to a very few words: (a) A force(
sale under the Closer Settlement Bill ii
not a contract within the mdaning of thi
Constitution Act. (b) That being ad
Witted, for Clause 13 to remove any die
qualification of members, and so alter thi
constitution of either House, is a logies
impossibility. (c) The view that Clauso
12, by incorporating the Bill with thi
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, enable,
member% to enter into contracts undei
that Act without endangering their seats
is untenable. To make it tenable, it wouli
be necessary to hold that the words ''thii
Act'' mean in Clause 12 the Closer Settle
nient Act, and in Clause 13 the Agricul
tural Lands Purchase Act and Closci
Settlement Act. Such a view, I can oall
regard as being fantastic. (d) Clause V~
doesa not amend the Constitution Act and
if it did, it would not on that accohi
make an absolute majority necessary ii
spite of a supposition to the contrary
The error in this supposition may be re
msoved by a mere glance at Section 73 ol
the Constitution Act 1R8O, which, apari
from the proviso with regard to Billi
altering the CoLatitution of either House
expressly gives power to the Legislator(
to repeal or alter, by any Act, any of th(
provisions of that Act, on the amendmeni
of the Act of 1899 in which these section,
occur. There is no restriction whatever
For these reasons, if the point had beer
raised in this House, I should have ruled
without hesitation that an absolute
majority was not required.

I do not think a motion to postpone tht
Order of the 1)ay is required. The Bill is
ended.

The Premier: It has died a natural death
Mr. Corboy: An unnatural one.

BILL-PENSIONERS (BATES EXEMPTION)
Council's Amendment.

Consideration resumed from 11th January o
the following amendment made by the Council -
" Clause 2.-Strike out all the words after thi
figures '1919' in line four, and insert the follow
ing words :-, the water. stormwater, and sewer
age rates. meter rent, Sanitary and pan rates ir
respect of land of which ho is in occupation am
owner. The payment of sot-h rates shall lu
deferred, and the Same shall he payable only or
the Sale of the property or the death of thu
pensioner, but in the meantime they shall becosne
a first charge on the property, subject to ani
rights of a mortgagee existing at the date of tin(
passing of this Act.?

In Committee.
31r. Angelo in the Chair; Capt. Carter in charge

of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN : To the Couneils amend

meat the member for East Perth Odr. Hughes.
has moved the following amendment :-- Strikc
Out the words - subject to any rights of a Wort
gages existing at the date of the passing of this
Act.'

3030



[31 JANUJARY, 1923.] 38

Capt. CARTER:- When last the Bill was
before us we had reached an almost unique
position, inasmuch as it was discovered by the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.
Q. Angwin) that certain amendments passed by
this House had not been% included in the fair copy
of the Bill sent to another piece. At that stage
it was decided to await an interpretation of
the constitutional position. I understand the
position is this: This House has received from
the Council the amendment now under con-
sideration. We accept or reject or modify that
amendment,' and so conclude our work on the
Bill, which will then go back to another place,
where attention will be drawn to the omission
from the Bill as originally senit to another place.
The idea underlying the modification moved by
the member for East Perth is to -preserve the
existing right of the mortgagee over a pensioner's
property. I do not think there is any necessity
f6r the amendment.

Mr. HUGHES:- The hon. member has reversed
the object of the amendment, which really is
to safeguard, not the mortgagee, but the mnuni-
cipality. Under the Council's amendment, on
the demise of the pensioner the postponed rates
beecme a prior claim on the property ; but if
there be a mortgage on the property, the mort-
gagee has the prior claim, and the municipality
can get nothing until the mortgagee is satisfied.
That is very unfair to the local authority.

The Premier:- And to others.
Mr. HUGHES:- If the property be worth not

more than the mortgage, the mortgagee will be
the virtual owner of the property.

Mr. Macallum Smith:- How many such eases
are there?

Mr. HUGHES:- It is, not the number of cases,hut the principle. I do niot think the hon.member would deprive the local authority of their
rights as against, not the pensioner, but a money-
lender.

The Premier: It is no offence to lend money.
Mr. HUGHES: No, but where the mortgagee

is to have a prior claim as against the muni-
cipality, the advantage is, not with the pensioner,
but with the mortgagee.

Mr. Machalum Smith : The modification will
make it very hard for any pensioner to secure
a loan.

Mr. HUGHES:- It will mean no more than that
the municipality shall he entitled to their rates.

The Premier: We have no warrant for setting
aside the rights of onte individual tro the advantage
of another.

Mr. HUGHES:- By the saine token we are not
entitled to set aside the rights of a municipality
for the benefit of a mortgagee. I would place
the municipality on the same footing as the
mortgagee. In the case of a mortgage being
right up to the security, unless my modification
be agreed to the mortgagee will come in and
deprive the municipality of its rates, In re-
lieving pensioners the Committee should not
say that in certain eases not only shall the
pensioner be relieved of his rates, but that the
mortgagee shall have priority over the muni-
cipality.

The PREMIER:- What we propose to do is,
not to relieve the pensioner of liability for the
payment of rates, but merely to postpone such
payment. The rates might pile up againsit the
property, which at the death of the pensioner

will cover the rates. Now the Committee is
asked to agree that the rates may pile up against
the interests of the mortgagee. That would not
be right. We ought to respect the claim of the

muortgage. If we fail to do that, then, as soon
as the mrtgage falls due it will be called up,
which will be bard on the pensioner. By accept-
ig the modification we might do more harm than
good to the pensioner, for if we interfere with
the intrerests of the mortgagee it will he very
difficult for any pensioner to raise a loan.

Hon. W. C. MNIV IN : This Bill is for the
assistance of oid age pensioners, and not for that
of the municipalities. If any member places
the municipality first he is opposed to the Bill.

31r. Hughes; That is not true,
Hon. W. C. A2NGWIN: It is. The Bill is to

give relief to old age pensioners.
Mr. Richardson : At the expense of someone

else.
Hon. W. C. ANGWJX : The member for East

Perth instanced a property valued at £301 on
which there was a mortgage of £200. If this
proviso were included the mortgagee could call
in his mortgage, and the old ago pensioner might
be forced to sell and lose the whole of his equity.
The more reasonable of the councillors in the
municipalities have now agreed that it would
not be an undue hardship on the local authorities
if the payment of rates were postponed.

Mr. Mullanty: The Bill does nothing for the
poor devil who has no property.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- That is so. Alter
the first year no municipality will suffer any
hardship as a result of the Bill.

Mr. Mullany : This other amendment will
injure the old age pensioners.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, we have to
consider them.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for East
Perth does not appreciate the wishes of the
Committee. He is trying to please both parties.
We have no intention of assisting municipalities
Our concern is to relieve the old age pensioner.
We should not countenance anything in the form
of retmroseti ve legislation.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 support the &Mend-
ment of the member for East Perth. Our laws
should be based on equitable grounds. On the
one hand we have a mortgagee who has loaned
a certain suma of money upon the house of an old
age pensioner. We then force a municipality
to become a loan agency, and yet give it no
benteht by way of payment in return. I see no
necessity for the Council's amendment, which
is undesirable. There is no equity about the
whole Bill. Rates have always been looked
upon as a first call upon property. If we agree
to the Council's amendment, we shall be altering
the whole of our law on that subject. Why
restrict the municipality and allow the mortgagee
to go free 1 We should agree to the Council's
amendment only on the understanding that the
mortgagee guarantees payment of rates to the
municipality.

Mr. McCallum Smith: This would penalise
the old age pensioner.

Mr. Richardson: The Bill would not do much
good for him in any event.

Capt. CARTER: The Bill is not designed to
assist any person other than the old age pen-
sioners. It does niot make a loan agency of a
municipality. The local authority to a certain

saw



20?2 ASSEMBLY.]

extent represents the community, which is being
asked to do something under this Bill for the old
people who are in receipt of pensions from the
State. Every local authority has been circular-
ised at heavy cost, and everything has been done
to malign and misrepresent this Bill.

Mr. Richardson:- Who ba" done that
Mr. Willcook: The Perth City Council.
Capt. CARTER: The gentleman who sits

with the Town Clerk of Perth sent the circulars
out. He had behind htim a solid phalanx of
gentlemen representing other municipal councils.
I am glad to say that since they understand the
purport of the Bill they have no longer opposed
it.

Amendment on Council's amendment put and
passed; the Council's amendment, as amended,
agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for North-
East Fremantle, last time this Bill was in Coan-
mittee, raised a point of order. He drew atten-
tion to the fact that the amendment made to
the Dill, namely the substitution of the words
".may claim to " for " shall " in line 2 of Clause
2, did not appear in the certified print. The
point of order raised by the hon. member must
6eupheld. The position is this : An amend-

mnent was omitted in the fair print of the Bill
made for the third reading. The error not
having been observed in time, the Bill would
become law as it now stands, and would not be
invalidated by the omission. But for such
circumnstances there is a procedure laid down by
Joint Standing Order No. 12, which reads--

Upon the discovery of any clerical error in
any Bill which shall have passed both Houses
of Parliament, and before the same be pre-
sented to the Governor for the Royal assent,
the Clerk of Parliaments shall report the same
to the House in which the 11Wl originated, which
House may deal with the same as with other
amendments.

The attention of the Clerk of Parliaments will be
drawn to the error. After this Committee's de-
cision on the Council's message has been dealt
with by the Council, a letter will be submitted to
the Clerk of Parliaments in the terms of the
Joint Standing Order which I have read.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.1

The Chairman of Committees reported the
resolutions.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Legislative Council's
Amendment has been agreed to subject to a
further amendment.

Capt. Carter:- That is not correct.
Mn. SPEAKER: That is the report 1 have.
Mr. Hughes: That is correct.
Mr. Munsie: No one called for a division.
Mr. SPEAKER: On the 11th January, when

the Bill was before the Committee, on the motion
of Mr. Angwin the word "health " was inserted
between -meter rent " end " sanitary." Mr.
Hfughes moved to-night that the words "subjet
to any rights of a mortgagee existing at the date
of the passage of this Act" b e struck out'
"Health'" was inserted between " meter rent'I

and "sanitary." That is the amendment upon
the amendment from the Council.

Capt. CARTER:- With all due deference to
the Chairnan who presided over the Committee,
I venture to suggest that the question was mis-

construed by the Committee. Hon. member
understood that the proposed amendment b,
the member for Eat Perth had been rejected
We voted against it. I venture to say that
substantial majority of members will suppor
mne in this view. Now we hear that the amend
ment of the member for East Perth was carried

Mr. Munsie: It was so given by the Chairmar
Mr. Hughes: T.t was declared carried on th

voices.
Mr. SPEAKER: As there is a confusror

would it not he safer to recommit the Council'
message and let the Committee definitely decide

As; to recommittal.
Capt. CARTER: I mov--

That the Council's message be recommittei
for the purpose of further considering th
amendment moved by the member for Eas
Perth.
Mr. WlLLCOCK: I object to this. Th

question was put quite plainly by the Chairinar
Mr. Macallum Smith: Be fair. You knoi

a, mistake was made.
Mr. WILLCOCK: We carry an amendmenl

and the whole thing is decided, and the Chairmai
reports to the Speaker; and after that somnebod
wants to quibble about a vote which was taker]
I say the opportunity to question the vote hs
been lost. This is a matter of procedure an-
precedent.

Mr. Corboy: The Chairman put the questia
quite plainly.

Me. WIhLCOCK: Opponents of the amend
ment of the member for East Perth now wak
up and want the whole matter recommitted
To recommit in the circumstances would he t
create a very bed precedent.

Mr. HUGHES : I oppose the recommittal e
the message- An amendment on the amendmen
was moved, and the Chairmen of Committee
put the question in the ordinary way, and ver
definitely, that the words proposed to be stavel
out stand part of the question. Then the Chair
man declared that the noes had it.

Mr. Pickering:- That was a misconception.
Mr. HUGHES: The hoa. member might sa'

that of any amendment after the Comniitte
stage. The question was put twice, because th
Chairman also put to the Committee that th
amendment as amended he agreed to. Thai
too, was carried on the voices. If members wee
not sufficiently interested in the Bill to knoi
what the question was ahout, they are no
capable of giving an intelligent vote on th
measure.

Mn. Macalflumn Smith : You were uacertai
yourself.

Mr. HUGHES : It was only when the membe
for North-East Fremantle suggested to me the
my amendment had not been carried, that I hwA
that little dispute with him which hon. member
opposite construe into uncertainty on my part.

Mr. PICKERING: The question is one c
giigeffect to the will of this chamber. Er

denty the Committee were in favour of th
amendment submitted hy the Council. If ther
was any doubt, the Chairman of Committee
should have repeated the question. The Con
mittes thought the question was being decide
as they wished. Therefore members shoed

3032



t31 JfANUARY, 1923.] 33

hav-e another Opportunity of voting on, the
question.

lion. W. C2. AINUVIN z I made an error As
regards the second time the question %iss put,
but there is no dool-t that the amendment on
the amendment was carried. Ifl the amendment

goes back to another place as amended here, it
will return here. I have never seen a recoin-
mittal on such a ground as suggested in this
case. The Chaiinian of Committees repoited
e . aetly what too'c place.

Capt. CARTER : Were the Chaiinnan of
Committees to sptak, this matter %%ould probably
assume a very different comipim ion. Ifs dis-
tinctly stated the question that the uro~ds propos-
ed to he struck ovt stand part of thc clause, and
gave the decision to the Ayes.

Opposition 1einl'eis :To the Noes.
Capt. CARTE'R:. If the Chiaiimean of Coin-

inittees were sp !a'.ig himself, hie %Aould say
what I have said. I venture to asseit that there
arec more memblers wiith inc than against me
as to recommitting the B3ill.

Mr. CorIoy :On 4 poinkt Of Older, is this All
c'~planation?

Mr, SPEAKER : I desire to point out that
the H-ou-e cAn order a recommittal at any time
until the ropoit has been adopted. The reaon
why 1 suggested recommitting was that 1 myself
had no knowledge of what had occurred or of
what the Committee had done. From what I
could gather, the House did not appear to he
very sure either. I thought the fairest anld
siiniilez method of getting over thle dillveulty
Would lie to rcomnmit the amnd nient of another
place and so arrive At tinality.

Question putt and a divisioni taken with

A ves
N L,

Mr. Aiig'io
11ir. lirim

*ir. George
*ir. Gbolim

Mr. FlC o t
Mir. Gison

NI r. JoI41mitu

MSir. 0. G. Malcy
.Mr. Mann

Si r. Angwlu
Mr. Cimesuu
NI r. Corboir
%Jr, Cunniigmsm
SMr. H4ughes,
Mir. taitey

- - 12

AT ES.

NoR's,

Si r Altnies Slitelll

Uir. Money
ASr. Pickering

3i r. Scficiau~."

Mir. J. H-. Smith

Mr. J. Thomisoni
M1r. llnderwuw'd
Mir. Miullitiy

(7elier.)

Mr. Me rahaII
Vr. Mevallumn
Mr. aMunsie
Air. Wilicocc
Mir. W I sonI
Mr. Heron

Q :rstio thu iself.

Reonnut littail.
Mr. Angelo iii the Chair; Capt.

charge of the Bill.

The (II1-JA LA2T: Thle quiestion i13 "T'hat
the (Juncil 's anienduient be agreed to,?'I to
which the inwnber for- East Perthi has moved
anl amendment to strike out the words "'Sub-
ject to any rights of a suartgsgee existing at
tile date of the passing of this Act.''

Mfr. MNUNSLE: .- cannot see why members
should be so anxious to protect a mortgage,.
and not a municipal council. A mortgagee
is not compelled to lend money.

Mr. Pickering: But lie would have lent it
already.

Mr. MIINSt Hle was 'lot compelled to
lend, and yet a municipal council Will be
prepnredI to forego their claim for rates, in
other respects a council have first claim for
rates. When thle Bill was btdore the Rouse,
lie suggestion was made about protecting a
mortgagee, but another place which looks.
after vewditrsstants a mortgagee
protected in preference to a municipal council.
If this Bill is passed, a mortgagee will see
flint the rates are paid in order to protect
imshelf.

Ion. -%V C. ANOWIXT\ A mortgagee will
see' that tho rates are paid and that the pen-
sioner 1 rs them. Otherwise lie will call up
the mortgage or sell the property. Our aimn is
to protet the pensioners, not the municipali-
ties. TF thlere are any existing mortgages
and rates are owing, thle value of such mort-
gages w;ill deerease every year.

Mr. Rlirliardsun: What wvill happen iii
future?

Iloil. AV. C~. ANGI VIN: A miortgragee rail
take tile risk it lie so desir-es, but if a niurt-
gage VsiStj no0W, tile mortgageeLrf may call up
Ihle iiiooV.

Mr. Mighes: If lie can.
Rano. W. U!, ANGWtN: Then hie will put

thn' properCIty On the marqlket.
Mr. 3fItnsie: H~e cannot unless thle termi lis

expired.
lHoni. W. C. ANGWTN: A ncijority oh:

iortgages have a currency not exceeding
til CC yearS, and tile m1ortg-:igee( Vc1u1d ca-ll till
the mloney. I ami afraid of forced'( sales. Very
rarely vdfoes a properTty realise its value at a1
forced sale. I want to pirevent a forei-d sale
and the possibility of a peinimnr lo-iug hlis
(i 1iiitv iii a property which he has mortgaged.

Amendment put and a dtivision taken with
thle followingz result:-

A oes

(Teller.) r('ro
Mir. Conniughan

Mr. Heron
IMr. Hughes

('artir in Alir. Lambert
Air. Lutes'

13
22

anjority against D

Args.
Sir. Miarshall
Mri. 3ivCAliinui
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Wiliceek
%Ir. Wilson
M r. Muesle

(Teller.)
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Mr. Angwin Sir James .Mitdieiil
M r. Brount 51r. Moniey
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickering
Mr. Denton a Alir. Samrpson
Mr. Durack Mr. Scadduan
Mr. Gibson M1 1r. J1. H. Smnith
Mr. Hlckmlott. Mr. J. NM. Spillii
Mr. Johnston M r. Teesdnie
Mr. ILatbam blr. J. TL'umsuul
Mr. C. C, Finley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann XMr. Harri ion

(Taller.)

Amendmnent onl time Council's amiendment
thus negatived].

Question put and passed; tine Council's
aniecdmoent agreed to.

Resolutions reported; the report. alotedut
an11d a blessage aeeordiug~ly returneri to the.
Council.

BILL-INTtRfl'ETATION ACT
AM N N IJMNIFNT.

secoind Reading.

Mr. MONEY (Boiiubury) I9.5] in mnoving
[lie second tending said: The object of tine
Bill is to aniend Section 36 of the Interlpre-
tatioti Act of 191S, It is luceessary to stale
whlat Scton 36 is. Parangrapht (c) of Sub-
section (1) provides that regulations mnay lie
iiiaqie and tiiat tilhoc shall ihe 1:aid before lboth
lRouses of ]'arliament withinl 14 days after
publication, if Parliament is ini session, and if'
niot then within 14 clays after the coniiene-
wnent of tile next session (of l'arliaienit. In
the event of PNrlinmnent not being in sessdonl,
it is pirovided by Subsection 2 that anything
done unuder the regulatioins before hieing
ivle; t with in in.I 'i iinent Shald 1 t lii ald.
Therenfore, ailthimngh Parliament in IMNissimi anl
A\ct many miot have intended that a regultion
Miould ie franked us it was ultimatelyv franiemi
and14 passed into law, thle regulation mniy have
thet foiCe of ia ill]n take cifeet firl a immitler
of seven or eight tnonthis withouut Pa rliamnt
hein'z given Meii opportunity to lie a sa '
inn tine nnatter. M.%oreover, unless lParliaimient
riesolves against thle regulation ivitin 14 days,
thle tome for the disallowance of tine wcgidna
lion elapsges, and the matter may he deferred
for ul 13 tiniiil lis inntil it is lictiiiii'l iii'
(lli lfittun. Time regulation ali this timpe has
the force nif law, even though npoice mnay rovi'
beenl given to disagree with it. It is essential
to undiestannl what law by regnifatiomi ait-
uityl Ilieains. 'Manly Acts of Parliamnent liave'
been passed and tile intention of Pnriiinnit
inas been that tine administration of ain Act
shnall be delegated to the 'Minister nonninally.
tint to the iheilsrtnnent aetnaliy, tin ou1gl
tine metliun iof rnles and reiuitions.
It is often pirovide-d that not onil'y
thy e gltoi lie macde for adtnistenrint,

teAct, hut in doing so penalties may he inn-
plosed and fees collected, although if such a
snggestion had been made when the measure
was being considered by Parliament it is

6pubktflI i it hr Parliamnent would have~
'is 'iirilI thle iroptionk of uii.'h ai course. I

.iso ui~sl to eniphlasise the tact tint althoughi
u regulation way have been in I erce for four

( tiv' nmint hs, andi fees and penalities tol -
lee te~d, yet When Parliament disallows tILm
Netgu1i.tioln there is no refunding Of mon01eys
Collnected.

'Mr. Underwood: Worse than that; other
reguiations canl be put up again.

Mr. 'MONEr: Yes; let Parliament dis-
c.bino the( regulation and( within u week fres.i
roguintiuns way be framed or the old regula-
t11iony he tranisiosed, words altered here
anil there and submitted again. Tile framners
of regulations can, as a mnatter of fact, 1rnit

ij1 exactly ht' samel regulations and enforce
tlueii fur a period of another tour or five

noil li tititil i'arliament mneets and akgain
Sts tlneiiu aside. I have often beard it said
tli:it -inrilitcertis 1 the highest court in the
landi, that Panrliamient has the power to dto
this and to do0 that.

Mr. 'nlerworl. A lot of rubbish.
Nfr. MON EVl: This is one of those illus-

I rnhiiiii whichi psrove that departments with
the nutt of regalations soL1rietimles take thle

i lte of Purl ininenh. 0orlpC'a rtin rtt to-il i v
ire ieling built op at the e ;pease of thle plh-
lie to ai very large extent by mneans of the
I-cwe r ti niake regulm cil a11 s provcided b y thv
iit~ hei'ictalt iru Act. Fees :i I' tolpost 1 ctii

p~ 1ml t ies Colh'c tedl.
Ti~ P. rinicr : For0 se ru'iies nrcuden'il.
Mr. MION iA': The inciciir'r in which (pilr

le 1 artiitt x:;r i nertailg at the present
hi11iC is cistUllU'liig.

'iio P-ir'ndier : They are itot.
Mlr. )11IN in ): ( iftci n a dcieirtimmitil is

Icr'atedl whii there shinold no die nieeil frir it.
Onluy ti'it. tliri fay sonmvoile said toi ht', '' It

k iiil ci1y s41misr-' Was cgm iniii'leiM'mL n
littl' ivliile ago I' hail uiv so many leolihi'

In ham' claimedilv in' inoter is ill chtarge.
Whlils th- [llower'" to innalo' ri-gulatinm hip imi-
po0t' piltivhs remains in existein' . sio %Vill
tii rirlartiripns irecise cit the cxpeni' oft
the peociple. Thle object cof thn' Biil is to re-
stoni' ho i':rliuntii its romitrl it 'impli umil
tens4 aut to Irriemunt thev imprositioti of t txahirit
lIv inilirnuvt nirtiirirls. Unuir the Hill opipim.-
0hunt ;. i& illorderi Pariamment [i lii iii'11N
ii'.ii t iHus i mp~oeing cin tz or In flltits iii'tat
Ill - irroithi, btifiri sRelt s-n'gumitiiims nail hull.'

ri1-c'. A\regrilation wculd Iln;'n. lip i, np
04i 171' Tabii for 14 sittings be'fiire it it onlil

11Icc. WV. V. .Angsvin: U~nlessi ni ie of
ui1"tioll Were given.

Vi r. NI iN T : It wvould4 btcirm lain nvit'--
irtt xli' Pc' of utmoti on inil the toi m itat iond 1ul

Mr. MO\TNEY: Prrinit mar n'.it 'it fur
ir' mronthis inl the" year anti inmnedint-ely Par-

liament rises the regulatioin has9 the fill] force
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of law just as if Parliament had assented to
it. That is the abuse which the Bill seeks to
obviate. To-day regulations have full -force

without being on the Table at all, if Parlia-
ment is not in session.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The Bill provides
that if notice of motion be given within 14
days, the regulation cannot become law until
the motion has been rejected.

Mr. MONEY: That is so, but as it stands
now the regulations have the full force of
law from the date of publication in the
"'Government Gazette.'' That applies when
Parliament is not sitting. The seccoad pro-
viso covers the point raised by the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. An-
gwin) and under it no regulation can become
effective in the event of a notice of motion
to disallow being tabled, until that motion
has been dealt with. The second proviso
safeguards the public in that respect. Mem-
bers have tabled motions regarding regula-
tions and they have continued in force be-
cause the motions have not been dealt with.

Mr. JTohnston: I have one to-day dealing
ivith opossums.

Mr, -MONEY: When I first entered the
Chamber, I tabled a motion to disagree with
a regulation imposing fees. It was a case
in which the proper notice was not given.
When the motion camne on, the debate wad
adjourned and for many weeks it was not
further discussed. In the meantime the regu*.
lation in question was acted upon, fees were
collected and it had all the force of law,
which it might not have had if the motion
had been dealt with earlier. The secoud pro-
viso gets over that difficulty. The Bill should
be agreed to by the House, and I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell
-Northamn) [9.20]: I do not think anything
more ridiculous than this Bill could be
brought before Parliament by any bon. mem-
ber. The'intention is to deprive the Govern-
ment of the opportunity to charge fees for
services rendered.

Mr. Underwood- Nothing could be more
ridiculous than the way the Government have
administered the various Acts.

The PREMIER: Nothing more ridiculous
than the Bill could be brought forward. Time
and again the House has passed Bills to
provide for certain things to be done and has
specifically provided that fees shall be im-
posed under regulations to be framed under
the Bills. Parliament has said that we can
levy survey tees which will be provided by
way of regulation. If the Bill be carried, it
will be quite impossible for us to do that.
It will mean that we will have to proceed
with surveying land for 12 months, or at any
rate six months, and we shall not be able to
charge a penny for it until the House has
agreed to the regulations. It is provided
that there shall be charges for water supplies.
If we cannot frame regulations; to fix those

charges, we will have to refuse to,- supply
water free until Parliament met and agreed
to the regulations framed.

Mr. Teesdale: It would be absurd.
The PREMIER: The member for Wit-

liams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) said some-
thing about regulations dealing with opossum
skins. We are entitled to a royalty in respect
of opossum skins and the royalty is based on
the priue the ski"s bring. We are entitled to
Is. 6d. for a skin wvhich can be sold for 109.
or more.

Mr. Teesdale: That is quite little enough,
too.

The PREMIER: But someone in the hoa.
member's electorate has caught an opossum
and, therefore, there is a motion to disallow
the regulation!1

Mr. Johnston: You got a shilling, anyhow.
The PREMIER: As a matter of fact, it

would be much better for the House to say
that there shall be no charges fixed by way
of regulation because the various Acts can be
amended. If the Bill be agreed to there will
be no regulations framed at all but every Act
will be amended.

Mr. Underwood: Do you say that we arc
doing a service to the State by breeding
opossIuist

The PREMIER: We render a service in
connection with the breeding of opossums.
They run over reserve areas, protected by
inspectors. and the police. That work is done
at some cost and when the season arrives and
people are able to collect skins we say that
they must pay us a royalty. The member
for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) knows. that wye
have a department to deal with this work,
for he has administered it. We render a
service and we have a right to charge for it.
Are we to have no right to charge royalty
on timber and on sandalwood, which has
taken a hundred years to grow on Crown
lands?

Mr. Underwood: Parliament should have
the right to decide.

The PREMIER: I do not know that there
is ny other way of fairly providing for
those charges for services rendered, except
by way of regulation. We cannot always
determine in this House just what 'the ser-
vices will cost and what the return should be.

Mr.. Underwood: It costs nothing to breed
opossums.

The PREMIER: That is only one of many
thiugs. I mentioned opoums because the
member'- for Williams-Narrogin referred to
that regulation. These fees are imposed
purely for services rendered.

Mr. Munsie: Should you be able to increase
the price of water by way of regulatlont

The PREMIER: If the cost of the service
has increased, why nott' Will the member for
Hannans (Mr. Munsiel say that if he renders
a service when wages are at 12s. and he col-
lects just enough to cover that cost, be is not
to be allowed to. charge anything additional
for the services he renders when wages are
increased to 1LOa
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Mr. Muasie: Possibly you would be right
in increasing the charges under those circum-
stances.

Mr. Chesson: So long as notice is given.
The PREMIER: Regulations are framed

to govern all sorts of things. I do not know
how we could administer Acts unless we had
the right to impose fees by way of regula-
tions,

Mr. Mansia: Are not many of those regu-
lations already fixed and actually law?

The PREMIER: That is so.
Mr. Mensie: Then the Bill will not affect

them.
The -PREMIER: Yes, because we cannot

vary them.
Mr. Munsie: We do not want you to vary

them until the House has assented to the
variation.

Mr. Hughes: The Bill will niot affect the
regulations which are law at present?

I!r. M4oney: No, it will only affect future
measures.

The PREMIER: It will affect any future
variation of fees imposed under existing
legislation.

Mr. Johnston: Would it affect any increase
in the railway freights?

The PREMIER: It might. The hon mem-
ber, in -common with other people, must know
that we must meet the cost of services ren-
dered. We have people talking day in and
day out about the deficit and yet they never
miss an opportunity to reduce the amounts
payable to the Treasury. This is merely an
attempt to curtail collections altogether until
Parliament meets. If we adjourn next week
and on the succeeding week 'we are asked to
render some service, we cannot recover any
return for that service until the House meets
again and agrees to regulations.

Mr. Chesson: It would have the effect of
making Parliament meet earlier.

The PREMIER: In the circumstances,
no Government would perform services for
the people. Why is it that every possible
means is taken on every possible occasion by
the Legislative Council to reduce the oppor-
tunities of the Government to secure payment
for services rendered by the Government?

Mr. Teedale: And all the time they howl
about the deficit.

The PREMIER: Why bring forward a
Bill of this des-cription? Parliament can dis-
allow regulations.

Mr. Munsie: What is the good of disallow-
ing them if the department put up the same
regulations the next dart

The PREMIER: We must have regula-
tions so that we may collect fees for the
services rendered. Surely the House will not
say that wre have -no right to collect fece for
services rendered.

'Mr. Munsie: I would not say that.

The PREMITER:- Parliament should not
agree to the Bill at all. On every possible oc-
casion members of another plae take objec-
tion to regulations giving us sonmc return for
services rendered. I do not know why we

hbo uld not collect fees wider regulation. A
regulation has the force of law until Parlia-
ment 'disallows it. Suppose we 'Pat up a re-
gulation imposing a. charge of half-a-crown
for certain services rendered, and the House
disallows it; am I to understand that we are
to go on rendering that serv ice without a
ehargel

Mr. Harrison: Do nut suggest that the
House would disallow any and every fee. It
is a qulestion of regulating the fee.

Tme PREMIER: Even if we were to im-
pose a fee strictly representing the value of
the service performed, in all probability the
ffeu-c would still disallow it. Fhope the
House will not pass the Bill, for ir really
ania that regulations wilt be of mne avail at
all, and that in future all Bills will have to
inclLde a schedule of fees andi chargei be-
fore we really know what the cost of the
ser'vices will be. That is entirely Unreason-
able. In every State of the Cornmonwealth
the etwtonL of imposing fees by regulation
has been followed.. There is no other way at
getting at fair return for services rendered,
because the charge nmust vary from time to
time. The meaning of thme Bill is that there
shall be no power to make regulations impos-
ing fees or charges of any sort, and so we
Fhall have no power to collect fees and
charges until the House meets and approves
at regulation. At Port Hedland and at Bun-
bury there wvill be no power to collect water
rates.

Mr. Underwood: You perform no services
.at Port Hedland.

The PREMIIER: We perform endless ser-
vices all over the place, the cost of which has
to he nert. Men are registered for varioust
tradles, and the reeistration fee is imposed by
regulations. I tell the House quite frankly
that the services will not he performed un less
we can collect the necessary charges. If the
Bill becomes law no charges can be imposed.
By every possible means has another place
endeavoured to reduce our collections, whether
under taring Bills or under regulation. The
Acts alreadly on the stntute-book cannot be
properly applied unless we retain the power
to impose fees by regulation. This ii. a most
mischievous innoevation and can only result in
great inconvenience to the public. The regu-
lations are always framed merely to cover the
cost of thle services rendered.

Mfr. Munsie: Parliament has disallowed
reaulations, and your officers have immuedi-
ntclv, put vii the same regulations again.

The PREMIER: I do not know of any such
instance

Mr. Muasie: Take thiu increase in the
water rates.

The Minister for Works: That was to meet
increased wages.

The PREMIER: Some members would
arge that increased wages should not be

covered by increased fees for services ren-
dered. If! the Bill be passed, these services
will not he performed and so very great in-
convenience will he occasioned to the public.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.1
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Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [9.40J: 1
hope the Bill will be accepted. The reason
for it lies in the present Administration. Or-
dinarily the imposition of fees is reasonably
correct in principle, but during the last two
or three years we have got into the habit of
passing all sorts of Bills which are really taxa-
tion measures in disguise. If one has a little
hit of a motor capable of being turned by
oae hand, an inspector of machinery comes
along, and his visit has to be paid for. The
administration of the Inspection of Maclia-
cry Mt is practically the reason fur this
Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin drew attention to the
state of thle House.

.Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: If one has a windmill

or a sceing mtachiine it has to be officially in-
speccted, and the owner has to pay for that
inspection. Moreover, after Parliament has
disallowed regulations, tbe department has
put them uip again next day. That is quite
true. It should not be allowed, It is an
inisult to Parliament. The only thing we can
do is either to chage the 'Ministry, who have
the power to sack somne of the departmental
officers, or, alternatively, to assert ourselves
by a Bill such ns this. These regulations have
been used to impose fees, not for services ren-
dered, but by way of taxation.

Mr. Munsie: Absolutely.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Premier can talk

about water as long as he likes, hut there is
no doubt these regulations havre been impro-
perly used. There would be no complaint if,
after Parliament disallowed a regulation, the
department did not put it up again.

The 'Minister for Works: How can the de-
partment go on with the work without regu-
lationsI What water 5u1)ply could go on
without thenm?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There are many pal-
try things in the W~orks Department which
4-au go on without regulations. What does
the Minister say about the Machinery Bill?

The Minister for Works: I do not know
anything about it.

Mr. UN 'DERWOOD: 0f course not. Shall
we have taxation by regulation or by the ap-
proval of Parliament? Parliament must ap-
prove. When Parliament has disallowed any
regulations it is utter impudence for any Min-
ister or departmental bead to put them up
again, and charge the fees.

The Minister for Works: How can you col-
lect the money necessary for paying the wages
on water supplied unless you have regulations
for the purpose?

Mr. Money: By Act of Parliament.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course.
Ron. W. C. Aiigwin: How aire the taxes4 col-

lected ?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and how is the

la nd tax imposed except by Parliament. This
is a newv way of collecting taxes. As a Par-
liamnent we should object to the imposition of
any tax unless it is approved by Parliament.
The Bill is aining at those things which arc

not for services9 at all. This is something we
are compelled to have and pay -for and don't
want.

The "Minister for Works: What do you
mean?

M.%r, UNDERWOOD: There is the inspec-
tion of an electric mnotor. One has to pay an
ispector to look at it though one does not
wvant him.

The Minister for Works: Do you object to
boiler inspections?

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, not until the
new Machinery Inspection Bill was put
through. That was purely a taxation measure.
The Government are taxing in order to keep
a hoard of useless wasters, non-producers,
going through the county living on the actual
workers of the country.

The Minister for Works: You are not justi-
fied in saying that.

M.%r. 'UNDERWOOD: I am.
The Minister for Works: Our boiler in-

spectors ore as honest as you are.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course; they were

hionest before yent passed the Bill.
The Minister for Works: They have ren-

dered honest andi good service to the State,
end you know it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The new Machinery
Bill was not passed for the purpose of inm-
proving the condition of boilers, but to gather
taxes. Boilers hat-c been fairly well inspected
and there have been very few accidents. That
was not good enough. Others wanted some
non-producing job, and wanted the producers
of the country to keep them there. They
brought op these regulations and forced the
people to pay for these inspections. After
Parliament has diallowed the regulations-
that is the reason for the Bill-they have the
impudence to put up practically the same regu-
lations again and Parliament has to disallow
them. If they are not disallowed the people
will have to go on paying. The Machinery
Bill was due to the impudence of officers whose
action was sanctioned by the Minister, and
who ignored the decision of Parliament in re-
gard to these regulations. They were dis-
allowed.

The Minister for Works: Where?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: In the Legislative

Council.
The Minister for Works: What have they

to do with us?'
'Mr. Mann: They were disallowed here too.
Mr. -UNlDERWOOD: Yes, they were dis-

allowed-at 11 O'clock at night, but the fees
were charged up to 10 o'clock at night- By
12 o'clock the following day the authorities
lint forward another set of regulations prac-
tically the same as those that had been dis-
allowed. The autocrats of the civil service
defied Parliament. I ask members net to
allow them to do so. Parliament and nobody
else has a Tight to impose taxation, but
taxation has been imposqd by civil sen-ants
with the concurrence of their Ministers I
trust the Bill will be carried.
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The MINLSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
.1. George-Murray-Welhiagtoa) [9.53] : I
trust the Bill will not be carried. Parlia-
ment, of course, must be paramount but
must be reasonable in the matter of ad-
ministration.

Mr. Underwood: Is it right to put up
regulations after they have been disallowed?

The Mfl'USTER FOR WORKS: No one
wilt dispute that the chosen of the puople,
namely Parliament, must ride, and that
their will must be given effect to. On the
other hand, those who put forward their
views should carefully study the conditions
under which they must, be carried out. Take
the matter of water supply, sewerage, storm
water, drainage and goldfields water supply.
Unless we have regulations we cannot carry
on. Under these regulations we have power,
which is not tyrannically used, but
judiciously used, to deal with situations as
they arise. Jf our charges are barely
sufficient to meet our expenses, when we are
paying 10a. or 12s. a day wages, some means
must be found by regulation to meet the ex-
penres when the wages are 1s, a day.

Mr. Underwood: You can put it 'before
Parlament. Parliament is sitting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; It has
been bitting far seven months, and we hope
to be in recess for five months. The cir-
cumstances that arise during recess must be
dlealt with promptly. They can not be de-
ferred until Parliament meets again. If we
were to do that in connection with the water
supply, sewerage, storm water, and drain-
age, we should lose a considerable propor-
tion of our money. The people from whom
we should collect fees for services rendered
might not be there by the time Parliament
had allowed or disallowed the regulations.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It would not affect
you very much.

The"MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
is much as we can do to balance the ledger
with these concerns. No, one would desire
that services necessary to the people for
their comfort and living, should be rendered,
but that the Government, by a technicality,
should be prevented fromn collecting the
money or making a charge for the work
done. There is pressing need 'for water at
the present time in the agricultural areas.
It is only by regulation that we can arrange
to meet the situation.

Ron. W. C. Aogwia: It is ridiculous. Do
the same as I did. Send out the water
whether it is paid for or not. When the
farmers wanted water we gave it to them.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: The hion.
member can do as he pleases. I, under my
Premier, am trying to do what I think is in
the best interests of the State. We are
supplying farmers with water and taking
good care that they get it. We must do
that from the humanitarian point of view.
We are charging less for the water than it
casts us, hut we cannot impose that charge
without regulations. Does the hon. member
wish us to suppose that we must first Call A
special mreeting of the House and say,
"gPlease, we have to supply water to people

who arc thirsty, hut we have no means of
making our charge unless we get Parliament
to agree to it"!:

Hon. W. C2. Angwia: You make no regu-
lations tnder those conditions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS- If Parlia-
ment doesa not agree to our proposal we
cannot recover the expense we have
incurred.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:. You cannot bluff the
farming miembers with that sort of thing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have no
desire to bluff mem'bers. If the Bill be passed
1111n itmpossible position from the administra-
tion point of view will be created. The
blo. ineiniher knows that.

lHon. W. C. Angwia: Not in the cases ypu
have mentioned.

The MINISTER? FOR WORKS; Clause 2
pirovides that no regulation which imposes
tees or charges shall have any force of law
until it has been laid on the Table of both
Houses of Parliament, and So on. We aire
taksing up train loads of water to the coun-
try where water is required. We 4%an onlyv
do that by making a charge of so much per
100 gallons, and collecting the money betf070
we render the service. We can only do that
by regulation.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Collect the charge
before you render the service?

The MIfNISTER FOR WORKS : The
settlers have to pay the Comissioner of
Railways for their water before we carry it.

Ron. W. C. Augwin:- I was not as bad ats
that.

The MINI MSTER FOR WORKS: We are
carting water ait a east of Hs. a hundred
gallons and charging 2s. Gd., and the balance
is charged against Consolidated Revenue.
If this cannot be done, what is to become
of the poor devils in the country?

'Mr. Pickering:- Of course you have to
carry it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I1 have
never seen so silly a Dill as this. It takes
the cake. It is a deliberate attempt on the
part of certain political persons to em.-
barrass the Government. They have a per-
fect right to do as they like, just as mem-
bers here have, but if Parliament passes this
Bill it will paralyse the administration of
the different departments which are per-
forming those services so necessary and
e,ential for the people of the State.
Therefore I say to hon. members, "'Be care-
ful, do not be led into a trap.'' The Bill
may be just ified by the sophistry which cer-
tain gentlemen can employ, but there is no
getting away from the fact that interference
with huge Government concerns is a matter
regarding wirhic members should be most
careful. I know very little about the In-
spection of Machinery Acts, bet I can say
that any strictures of members here or else-
where upon officers of the TIspection of Ma-
chinery Department are absolutely -uncalled
f or. Machinery inspection in this State has
been carried nut faithfully and well for many
years past by men who are honest and con-
scientious in their work. Their inspections
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have been carried out not only for the pro-
tection of the workers, but also for the pro-
tection of persona in the vicinity. During
the time I was engaged in the machinery
business here, I saw boilers absolutely unfit
for use go up to the goldfields. They would
have been used, and probably would have
caused accidents, but for the activity of the
Machinery Inspection Department. As re-
gards hordes of inspectors, the Minister in
charge of the department can take care of
that allegation. I know of no hordes of in-
spectors. It is said that the greater the
crowd Of mnen ntl officer surrounds himself
with, the more wonderfuli does he consider
himself. Such talk is ridiculous,

Mr. Hughes: But that is exactly what
goes on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Such
things are said by people who, though quite,
honest and sincere, do not know that of irhich
they speak. The position has been tightly
put by the Premier: the Sill should be
thrown out on its ear, and quickly. I hope
hon. members will do that, and do it in an
unmistakable mnanner.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Pre-
mantle) [10.6]: I was rather struck with
the appeal which the Minister for Works
directed to the cross benches.

Mr. Pickering: Why the cross benchies I

Ron, W. C. ANGWIN: Because the Mini-
ister was pointing out that he could Dot sup-
ply those members and their constituents with
water unless there was a regulation. But
that is all bunkuni. The Government who
waited to make a regulation before sending
water to people urgently in need of it for
themselves and for their stock, would be ne-
glecting- their duty. Before a regulotion can
issue, there must he a meeting of the Execu-
tive Council to confirm it. I was surprised,
too, to hear the Minister say that the Gov-
ernmient demanded payment of freight on the
water before supplying it to the people who
required it. This Bill has been fathered
here by a member onl the Government side,
and supported hy another member on the
Government side; and, to judge from inter-
jections, the Bill has the support of other
members opposite. In the Legislative Coun-
cil the measure was carried without a divi-
sion, showing that it was approved of almost
unanimuously. I think there was only one
voice raised against it. Yet the measure
represents a direct motion of want of confi-
dence in Ministers on the Treasury bench.
The time has arrived to ascertain by a ma-
jority of this House whether the Government
retain the confideace of the Assembly.

The Premier: What are you going to do
about this Bill?

Hon. W. C.I ANGWTN:- The Bill is no-
thing but an expression of want of confidence
in the Government,

The Premier: The Council passed motions
of want of confidence in you every day when
you were in office.

Hon. W., C. ANGWIN: Yes, hut while wye
were Ministers we were sure of the support
of members of the Assembly. The present
Premier is not in that position. I have read
the debates on this Bill in another place. It
appears that the Government made regula-
tions, and that Parliament disallowed those
regulations, and that immediately Parliament
closed down regulations almost precisely
similar were again promulgated. T am not
going to blame the departmental officers. No
officer can make a regulation. Hes can only
draft a regulation for submission to his Min-
ister. The Minister must approve of the
regulation before it is promulgated. If any
Minister has adopted tactics such as again
submitting to Executive- Council regulations
Wichl have been disallowed by Parliament,
he has placed his colleagues in a false posi-
tion. A regulation might be in force for six
months before Parliament has an opportunity
to deal with it. I hold that we have too
much legislation by regulation, but no Gov-
ernmnent can carry on without a certain power
to make regulations under existing Acts, as
was clearly pointed out by a former member
for Perth. This session we have enacted a
measure dealing with the dairying industry,
and tha,.t measure provides for the imposition
of certain fees. Unless the Government hiave
rower to iiiposo the fees, the Act will be a
lend letter. The same thing applies to the

Ilniry Cattle Improvenent Act. The only
alternative seems to be that the Govern-
mnent should administer those Acts without
fees; that is, unless the imposition of tees
is niade introspective. The Bill now before
the House declares that the Government can-
not he trusted to make regulations. The
lion. mnember in charge of the Bill shakes his
head, but I think the Premier agrees with
me. The Government cannot impose any fees
except tinder an Act empowering them to do
SO. Otherwise the regulation imposing the
leves would be ultra vires. The Minister for
Works, in the matter of water rates, is
limited to a maximum whicht he cannot ex-
ceed, though the power is given to him to
vary. Still, the Wafer Supply Department
:ore up to their iiiaXlin1 already.

The Premier: They might want to reduce
rates.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: This Bill does not
deal with reduction of fees, hut with their
inipositi on. The present measure, and other
Hills introduced during this session, show that
it is necessary wve should ascertain, prior to
going into recess, whether the Government
possess the confidence of a majority of mem-
bers here, since supporters of the Government
.Ire supporting Bills of this nature.

On motion by Mfr. Angelo debate ad-
journed.

House Cd jouirnrd at 10.1 p.
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